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4 To the Reverend | 
Dr. BENTLEY. 


S 1... | | 
OY are pleasd to ack my Opinion 


s ww WY 


every thing, that 1 obſerv'd concerning Py- 
thagoras, when 7 read the'old Greek 

Latin Authors ; and to ſatisfie your defire, 
1 have put my Collettions in order to draw 


* out a Chronological Account of his Life, if 


it were poſble.. But prow they are here be- 
fore me, I know not well what to make of 
them ; they look like Moon-ſhine in rough 
Water, all over Diſcord and Confuhon: Out 

A 2 of 
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| of which I am | ſo far from making out that 


which I deſignd, a perfef# Account of his 
Life, that I muſt confeſs, I can't do any 
thing towards it. There is not in all my 
Collefion, any one certain year in which any 
thing happend to him, or was done by him. 
Tet 1 cannot lament that great Man's miſ- 
fortune in this, nor ours neither : for as he 
was 4 perfet Fugler, ſo his Life, being al 
faſt and looſe, I muſt needs ſay, # written 
worthy of himſelf : and it is not only come 
zntire into our hands, notwithſtanding thoſe 
defetts 1 have mentiond; but with many 


Improvements by later Writers, who have 


ftriven to out-do one another in Stories to his 


Honour and Praiſe. , 
Of thoſe * many eminent Writers that have 


pt. employ d their Peus on this Sabjed, there 
" are three that have given us his Hiſtory at 


large ; Diogenes Laertius, Porphyry and 
Jamblichus. Theſe three, T believe, have 
cul'd out all that was remarkable in any of 
the reſt : and the two laſt were his great 
Admirers who would not omit any thing that 
might make for his Glory. 

They deſcribe him as a very extraordina- 
ry Perſon, for his Parts and Inventions for 
the good of Mankind: they telus what Diſ- 
coveries he made in natural Philoſophy : how 
much he advanced the Mathematical Scien- 


ces, as well by bis Studies as his Travels. But 
above 


A; 


| To the Reverend Dr. Bentby. 
above all, they magnifte his knowledge of the 


Gods, and of the things of Religion. Laer- 
tius tells as, he was inittated in all the Sa- 
cred Rites, as well of the Greeks, as. Barba« 
rians. Thoſe other Writers of his: Life take 


particular notice of this in every. Stage of his 


Travels. And yet Porphyry- will not let 
his Reader be ignorant, that . Pythagoras 
was a Neiſt, as well as bimſelf ; and took 
both Apollo and Jupiter for no. other than 
deifyd Men, which he ſhew'd by the Verſes 
that he made in thoſe places where he was to 


| ſee their Sepulchres. Indeed by thoſe Yerſes 


one.cannot but think that he deſpiſed thoſe 
wade. Gods in. his Heart : and ſo did proba- 


> 
. 
a \ 


VIII, 2. 


Bly thoſe Philoſophers tbat tell us theſe things; 


though, according to the latitude of their 
Principles, :they were nevertheleſs as zea- 
lous as he:was for the propagating of Hea- 
then Idolatry: \ | 

'. What Notions men have of a Deity, one 
cannot better judge than by their . Morals. 
For.every one that hath any ſenſe of Religion 
will endeavour to conform himſelf to the God 
whom he worſhips: At leaſt he will avoid 
any thing that he knows to be contrary to his 
God. . If we judge this way of Pythagoras, 
according to the accounts they give of him, we 
have reaſon to believe, that i as the Apoſtle 
tells us of them whom the Heathens worſhip d) 


his- Gods were no better than Devils. It 
A 3 could 


i Tod@Rercrad Di Bmly, | 


could be nd otherwiſe, if there\he any truth 
i” in the ſtories they tel, of. bis impudent Di- 
abalical \Fiflious;. and of the fraudulent ways 
that hy te0k tomake the people.admire. him : 
which*they alſothat tell us theſe things ſeem 
to think were-no leſſening of his Moral Vire 

ZHKES. ts ; wo . hn : 

. Particularly, "they ſhew how he: perſuaded 
his Heaters to receive that Doftrine of the 
Tranſmigration of Souls. That it was ori- 
ginally an Aigypuzn Dottrine we are told 

Herod 11. by Herodotus: | But zf lying 'Philoſtratus 


Diod. Sic. ,qgy b8 betiev d, the Agyptians bad it from. 


_—_—_ the Bramings.” 1? is agreed, that Pythago- 


Ty. ii. 6. ras was he that firſt. brought at iwto Greece; 
and there it\ ſeems he had' a mine ro be thought 

Po'Pb-P: rhe firſh Auphox of it... To;make the people 
belzeve this,” he told: them an impudent Lye, 

that his'Soul was iy Euphorbus:at the time 

of the Trojan War ; and in theifiv hundvredt 

years betwieu that and.bis Birth, his Soul 

had. paſs d thnnugh ſeverah other bodies be- 

| fare it'came into\ his. * He: faved them down 

that he knew this\bya fingular wift of remem- 


bring ' aB the Stages through which his Soul 


had paſs d-iw-its Travels: oo 
_ . Fir, When \Euphorbus was £ + by Me- 
xelaus," (which was iu the year before Chriſt 
1185} then his Soul, us he-faid; came mito 
F#ehalides:ahe:Sor of Mercury: -' After bi 
death, it -eamevnto Hottabtimus: then into 
4 oue 


—— 
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- one Pyrrhus a Fiſherman ; ant at lafÞ'it tame Porph. p 


into Pythagoras. This is Porphyry's way **” 

of telling the Story. | i 
But from others we have it, that Pytha- Scholin 

goras himſelf uſed to 'ſay, That his Sonl was Elecram. 

iz Athalides Zefore it came into Eiphotbus. | 

And for this, they give us the Althoritits 

of them that had reaſon to know things of him 

mach better thay Porphyry ; namely, Di- _ 

og; Laertius ſai it from Heraclides, that Ning ta 

lived meat the time of Pythagotas ; and and- Schol. in 

ther from Pherecydes, the moſt "intimate ATE 

PFrizxd of Pythagoras. They tl Hheir to. nut: 

ry with particulars worth knowing, if there 

were any trath in it. 'As namely, How Py- 

thagoras came by the gift above-mention'd : 

They tell us; that Mercury, whoſe office it 

was #0 carty Souls into Hades, gave the Soul 

of his Son Fthalides in its way thither, the 


privileve not to drink the Waters of Lethe, 


the drinking whereof -ntakes Souts forget all | 
that paſ od in this world ; and fo it s plain, = Low | 
how, a Pythagoras «ſeal to ſay, Euphorbus *© 
remembred his Soil had dweit formerly in 
the body of Fthalides and Hetifiorithus, that 
his Soul was in both theſe, and the Fiſher- 
man that his Soul was in thoſe three, and 
Pythagoras, that his Soul was in them all. 
They alſo tell us, how it came to paſs, that 
if fix hundred years that Sul of his was on- 
ly i# two bodies, namely, of Hermorimus 

| A 4 and 


Vil 


D Laert. 
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 Porph. p. 


Fo che Reverend- Dr. Bentley. """Y 


and the Fiſherman : for Mercury, as Py- | 
thagoras himſelf uſed alſo to ſay, gave the .- 


Soul of his Son Fthalides leave to reſt ſome- 
times in Hades, and at other times totravel 
above-ground ; and ſo Pythagoras himſelf 
ſaid, that after the Fiſherman's death, his 
Soul had reſted 207 years in Hades, before 
it came into that: body of his. | 

But what of all this > The Doctrine of 
Tranſmigration of Souls is ſufficiently proved, 
if the Soul of Pythagoras was at axy time 
formerly in the body of Euphorbus.. And 


'c. that, as Porphyry tells us, was pofatively 


affirm d by Pythagoras himſelf, and provd 
beyord diſpute ; as likewiſe his Scholar Jam- 


blichus zells us in the very ſame words. But 


thefe Philoſophers were wiſe ; they took care 
to bide that part of their Ware which would 


Herod. IT. have dijgrac d all the reſt. It was the A#- 


Diog. La- 
err from 
Heracli- 
dcs. 


Forph. Þ 
191. 


gyptian Dodrine, that Souls paſs d.out of 


men into Beaſts, and Fiſhes, and Birds. 


This alſo, according to Heraclides, Pytha- 
goras uſed to Ja) of himſelf ; that he remem- 
bred, not only what Men, but what"! lants, 


and what Animals his Soul had paſs d tho- 


ro:gh. . And, tho' this was more than Mercus 
ry zape to Athalides, Pythagoras took upon 


lin to tell many others how their Souls had 


lived before they came intotheir bodies.. One 
particularly that was beating'a Dog, be de- 
fir d to forbear, becauſe i the yelping of 

| that 


# *; 


bo 
" 7 
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that Dog, he heard a Friend's Soul ſpeak to. 


.- :him, So Empedocles, that lived in the D.Laert. 
 -next Age after Pythagoras, and was for a 


VIIL 36. 


while the Oracle of his Sef, declared of 
himſelf, that-he had been, firſt a Boy, then 

a Girl, then a Plant, then a Bird, then a 

Fiſh. Apollonius had the ſame Impudence, 

if Philoſtratus may be believed :' who tells philofte. 
us, he ow? d that bis Soul was formerly in the WH: 707: 
Maſter of 'a Ship ; he ſhew'd one young Man y. wn 
that had in him the Soul of Palamedes, ax- 

other of Telephus, both kill d at the time 

of the Trojan War ; and in a tame Lion 

that was carried about for a fight, he ſaid 

there was the Soul of Amalis Xing of Egypr. 

How could ſuch Fidtions as theſe come into 
Men's heads? There s more than idle Fancy 

in them. They ſhew plainly a pernicious De- 
viliſh defign, to confound thoſe two Dofrines 

that have ſo great an influence into Mew's 
minds, to make them do good, and eſchew 
evil: the DoArines of the Immortality of 

the Soul, and of the Reſurre4ion of the Bo- 

dy. For if thoje Fiftions were true, there 


_ would be no difference between the Soul of a 
Man, and the Soul of a Brute, or a Plant; 


and there would be many more Bodies than 
there would be Souls to animate them at the 
Reſurreftion. What would not the Devil 
give to have theſe things believ'd by all 
Mankind ? 

| For 


Je! ts Pf _ 
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For the-Tritks they tel] us he had to make 
the People admire him; they are ſo agreeable 
to his Charafter, that bis Hiſtorian Jambli- 
chus, with tbe ſame Deſign, Aped hint in 
ſome of them ;. unleſs he is bely d by Euna- 
pius the Writer of his Life... They were, as 
one may properly call them, the Artifices of 
an Impoſtor. Mahomet, the greateſ# that 
' ever was of that fart, when he ſet up to be a 
.. Prophet, .thourh zt is not. likely. that he had 
ever heard of Pythagoras, yet zovk the we- 
ry ſame Methods\that He-did to impoſe up- 
on Mankind. Thi will appear in ſeveral of 
the following Inſtances, if auy one will take 
the Trouble to compare them with thoſe that 
are in Mahomet's Life. . 

The firſt thing, we read Pythagoras did, 
- Zo make way. for the Authentical publiſhing 
- of bis Dodtrines, was to. make himſelf Iook 
liks a. ſort of Demigod to the People. Por 
this put poſe, \ he provided himſelf a Cell un- 
der ground ; and: then, WOing, out. he was 
dead, he. retir d into that Hole : and there 
for a long time together, ſeven Tears, as 
ſome tell us, be lived unknown to all Man- 
kind. Only bis Mother was in the Secret, 
for ſhe. was'to ſupply. him with Neceſſaries-- 
but of thefe, he took in no more thanjuſt what 
would keep him alive. Then at laſt, he cawte 
forth like a' perfect Skeleton ; and+ ſhewed 
himſelf as one that had been all this while tu 
auother World. He 


*4 
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-. He that was Jo greedy of vain Glory, that 
he could afford to. purchaſe it at this Rate, 
would .not ſpare his. Pains, of refuſe an 
Help, to get into Poſſeſſion of | his Purchaſe 
| Anil for this,” it being requifite\ he ſhould do 
things above the Power of any Mortal, ahere> 
fore” of ſuch things, true or falſe, they tou 
w_ mv d INNS | 
| - "Some of the Fithers have ſaid that he Chryſoſt. 
{| wrought them by Compatt with the Devil: im,” 
But [fee wo Neeeffiry” of that 5 for he had Cyril. in 
other ways by which over Men have oÞpzin- Julian. Ill: 
ed the fame of working Miracles: FA was 
doubrieſs both a natural Philoſopher, anda 
great” Mathematician. He underſtood alt | . . 
rhe Secrets of the Egyprians avid Chalde- '- - 
ans. "And having many Diſciples vn thoſe 
Aecannts,” it feems very trkely that he might 
7 | P act in'Confedevicy tir rhens  Thivat leaff 
they could do for him; they might help "de- 
vife Stories of the' Miracles thatthe wronght : 
and then, for their own Credit as well xs his, 
they would be induſtrious to ſpread them a- 
mong the Peaple.. | 
Such Kr tay not' doubt, that m__ 
Porphyry amd Jamblichus tc/ "xs; of his7-57 
nur ry Tempeſts, and Earthquakes "4 "8. 
foroof theſe they do not give any particular 
| ITwſtunce, nor art theſe things mentioned by 
awy other Writers that-Tremember. So like- 
wife they tell us of his caring Diſeaſes, whe- 


ther 


TY 
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ther of Body, or Mind, which, they ſay, he 

P. 194 did with. Charms: that is, as Cyril ſaith, 
he did them. by the help of the Devil. - For 

his beariug the Mufick of the. Spheres," that 

Porph Porphyry. ſpeaks of. as a. wonderfull FHar- 
Thi, © mouy, mow 'we know this s a Lye framed 
c. 28. Wupon-a falſe Imagination. . But if this, were 
true, being an inviſible. Miracle, and impoſ- 

fible.to. be proved, it.could not be made. uſe 

of to: prove. any thing elſe. Many other 

lying Wanders they tell: of him, which ſeem 

to ha've been made only, for. Talk, being fach 

as could fignifie nothing tothe good of Man- 

Porph. ib. kind, As namely, how to ſhew his C ompa- 
& Jambl. ,,y what he: could do, he took up Serpents, 
3-4 _ that had '\ killed other Men, and handled 
| Porph ghem, /o as that they neither hurt him, nor 
' #:19% he them. .. Now for. the ſame purpoſe, by 
whiſtling 'to an Eagle that happen'd to fly 

over bis Head, he. brought her down to his 

Hand, and: then let. her go again. Another 


time ſeeing. ſome Fiſher. men at their draught, 


be foretold_ them the axat.Namber of Fiſhes 
that their Net ſhould bring «þ ; and. when 
they were told, i hrew-thens.in. again. How 


by flroaking a Bear; and \whiſpering a: 


Bull in, the. Ear, he brought them hoth ta 
the Pythagorean Diet ©. this. Bear to eat na- 


thing that had life ; andthe Bull to crop no 


more Bean-tops. How be ſpoke toa River that 
he was paſſing over with many of us Friends, 
bh = 


S 


and it anſwer d him again in all their Hear- 
ings, Good morrow Pythagoras. But this 
goes beyond all the reſt, if there be any 
Truth in it ; that when Abaris had been 
all over Greece to beg Money for the Tem- 
ple of his God Apollo Hyperboreus ; at 
laſt, in an evil hour for himſelf, he' came 
zo Pythagoras in Italy, where the cunning 
Philoſopher rooked him of his Money, by per- 
ſwading the poor Man that he was his God. 
And to convince him of the Truth of 3t, 
they ſay, That Pythagoras ſhewed him his 
golden Thigh ; and then, which was. worſt 
of all, made him ſwear. the People into a 


Belief that he wa Apollo himſelf. 


If any other Author mentions. any. of 


| theſe wonderful Things, he declates that he 


hath it only from report, or by hearſay, and 
ſo leaves the Reader to judge of the Truth 
of it. But moſt. of theſe things are poſi- 
tively affir med by Porphyry, and hu Scholar 
Jamblichus : only they vouch nameleſs Au- 
thorities for them, to ſhew they were not 
of their own deviſing ; which yet one can't 
y os to think of as many of them as are 
wot to be found in other Authors. But why 
ſhould theſe Philoſophers either be ſo wick- 
ed to abuſe the Faith of Mankind in devi- 
fing ſuch Stories 2 Or why ſhould they take 
the Pains to Colle them, and Pawn their 
Faith to give them Credit in the when : 
PI: 
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; Cor. I. 
21. 


Such great Men as they were, had no doubt 
great caſon for this. But what that ſhould 
> deſerves a farther Confideration; where- 
in, if 1.do a little exceed, 1 know you will 
uot only Pardon me, but will take the fault 
upon your - ſelf, if theſe Papers ſhould come 
to be publifht through your. hands, _ 
Tt is certain that theſe Men had avehemen 
Hatred againſt the. Chriſtian Religion ; not 
only through the Prejadices of their Edu- 
cation, . but much more on the account of that 
way of . Philoſophy, by which they fo much 
walu'd themſelves, and had got ſo great a 
Fame in the World.. They had no Patience 
to ſee that ſort of Learning, that had been 
fo long in Fl of Glory among all civi- 
liz'd Nations, now to be brought in Diſgrace 
by a Religion, which they 1accounted to. be 
no better than Folly and Nonſenſe, and yet 
pretending to Divine Revelation, would ſhew 
that the « 3 all their Wiſdom knew not God, 
Their Indignation at this was much the more, 
becauſe th's New Religion ſprung »þ among. 
the Jews, whom they look't upon as much the 
worſt of the barbarous Nations ; and the 


firſt Teachers of it were juſily, as theſe Phi- 


loſophers thought, beth hated aud contemn- 
ed by the Jews, as much as the Jews them- 
ſelves were by all other Nations. Ea. 
That the. Author of this Sed, our Lord 

Feſw Chriſt himſelf, bore no greater Fi- 
- gure 


; 


; 
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gure in the World, than that of a poor Car- 
penter ; and that his Apoſtles and Followers a0 IV. 
were unlearned and ignorant Men; thiis * _ 
own d, to the Glory of God, by thoſe amo 
themſelves that writ his Fiiftory,and their's, 
3n the Goſpels, and the AQts of the Apoſtles. 
And that theſe very Boaks were written by 
Men of that fort, even by them whoſe Names 
| they bear, this I think bath not been gain- 
{|} 5 ſaid by any that lived within ſome hundred 
years after Chriſt : But # hath been acknow- 
ledged by thofe learned Eteathens that writ : 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, and eſpecially pra 
by Julian, who of af} otbers was beſt able Julian. 4- 
t0 inform himfelf. poſt. in 
But what is 3t that theſe Men ſay of their To E- 
Maſter, in the Account they give of him, dition of 
and of them thatvwere the firſt Publiſhers Oy". 
T | © of bis Dottrine, how they came to have fuch © 
Authority in the World > They ſay he 
wrought tn their Preſence an infinite number 
of Miracles, and particularly, thoſe which 
they have. publiſhed for the Proof, as well 
of his Authority, as of his Doftrine. They john XX. 
ſay alſeiof themſelves, that, in their Preach- 3%3'*«. 
i tng of him and his Dotrine, the Lord worked 
( | ſ with thens confirming their word with Signs Mar. XVL 
following. SY \ * 
They laid the chief Streſs of their Proof 
«pon ' bu Reſurretiion from the Dead: Of 
which, not only hu Apoſtles were Eye-wit- 
| LL neſſes, 


XV1 
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| I env neſſes, bat. abroe 5 oo P erſous, moſt of them 
* V4, then living, when St. Paul appeal'd. to their 


54. & 
Pearſon. 
| Pofthum. 


| | nal. a.D/Teſtimony. '' And that he did, in an Epi- 
file which was written within ſome 2.0 years + 
after the matter of Fatt. : The Apoſtles 
AQtIL eſpecially took it on themſelves, as their 


32. 1V-33. Office, to be Witneſſes of his Reſurreion. 


E: V.32 


| JobnIX. 


47- 
Acts IV. 
16. 


For the faithful Diſcharge whereof, as they 


could expett mething but Sufferings in this- 


Life, ſo they defir d nothing more than to 
finiſh their Courſe by dying for it. And 


they were not deceiv'd in this Expeftlation; 


all of them being continually perſecuted as 
long as they liv'd, and many of them ſuf- 
fering Death for the Teſtin ony of Chriſt. 
They were charged with no other Crime in 
this World. * | 
As for what they write of his Miracles ; 
and giſo of their own, which they profeſt 
they wrought only by a. Power derived from 
him ; the truth of the matters of Fatt, we 
do not find was ever queſtion'd by any that 
lived in that..Age. On the contrary, we ſee 
it was acknowledged by the Pharitees, the 
moſt malicious and vigilant Enemies of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and of -his Holy A4po- 
Niles. No doubt it puzled their Wiſe heads 
to think how ſuch wonderful Works ſhould be 


. wrought by ſuch ſimple illiterate Men. For 
one cannot think they could ſatifie themſelves 


with the account which they gave others, of 
the 
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the way that Chriſt had to caſt out Devils, * 
when they ſaid that he did it by the Prince Rn y 
of Devils ; for, as he there aiſwer d them, it 24 - 
was vifibly againſt the Devil's Intereſt to do 

this ; the. Miracles of Chriſt being plainly 

in thoſe Inſtances to diſpoſſeſs the Devil of 

Mer's Bodies ; and by that, and other be- 

neficial Works, to oblige them, and others, 

to receive a Dodrine that would aiſo dif- 

poſſeſs him of their Souls. But beſides the, 
abſurdity of . this, it is plain the Jews did 

not believe. theniſetves in this Accuſation of 
Chriſt. Por if they had, they would have 
znfiſted on this; as being a Capital Crime , 

zot only by their Law, bat alſo the Roman : 

And therefore to be ſure, they would not _. 
have been to ſeek for ether Crimes, if they Mat. - 


had thought they had any Colour to charge CRE 


ham with this, © : Luke; 


| But that which the Phariſees ſaid they, — 

of that one ſort of Miracles ; though it was © 
againſt all Reaſon, and againſt their. own 
Conſcience ; yet, for want of a better Co- 
Jour for their unbelief, the Jews in after 

times have alledged againſt all the Mira- 

cles of Chriſt, and bis Apoſtles and Followers. 

This we ſee in thoſe Objeitions of the Jews,” 

whom Celſus brings in arguing againſt the , . 

Chriſtian Religion: theſe Jews, on this very contra _ 
account,” rank our Blefſed Savioar with Py- pp | 

rhagoras,' of whom enough has been ſaid 555000 

| B and 94, 
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and with ſuch other Heathen Impoſtors, of 
P. xz, xx. whows more will be ſaid afterwards. 

But for thoſe Jews whom Celſus produ- 
ces, fince it hath been ſufficiently ſhown that 
thqy ought not to be admitted as Accuſers 
in\this Cauſe, therefore they might be diſ-- 
miſſed ; but that the ſame Celſus gives us oc- 
cafion to make uſe of them as our Witneſſes, 
as to thoſe Matters of Fat which he de- 
nies, when he comes to ſpeak in hs on 7 | Y 
Perſon, as a Heathen, and one that was an 
Epicurean Philoſopher. For then he us 

Origen. pleas'd to ſay, That what things our Scri- 
contra = PFUres tells us of the Miracles of Chriſt and. 
= ar his Apoſtles, are all Fiftions and Tales. 
1:7. & Thu he ſaith more than once : And yet he doth 
VIIEP. not pretend to prove thg Writers of them 
chk were Lyers, or to ſhew any Inconſiſtence, either 
in the Miracles themſelves, or in the Ac- 
counts that are given of them, So that he 
expected Men ſhould take his Authori- 
ty fer this. But why ſo> He could ſay no- 
: thing of theſe matters on his own Knowledge : 
crgen for he writ in the Emperour Hadrian's time, 
Celſ. I. p. or ſomething later; and that was at le.iſt 50 

Ts years after any of thoſe Miracles that are al 
mention d in our Scriptures. Nor doth he ' 
pretend to have any ground to ſay this, ei- | 

ther upon hear-ſay, or from what he found in 

former Writers. If he had referr d us to 

other Writers, it would have been very great 

News 


pt 
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_ For, of all that have written in the 
tzmes of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, there is 
none, Jew, or Feathen, that makes any 
mention of their Miracles : which is a plain 
fign they knew not what to ſay againſt them. 
Otherwiſe, they would have ſpoken as ſpite- 
fully of them, as they ſpared not to do of 
Chriſt himſelf. 
But how could Celſus anſwer this to his 
own Conſcience 2 that whereas of the Mira- 
cles wrought by Chriſtians in his own time, 
he ſaw there was no denying the matters of 
fait ; and therefore he affirm d that theſe Orig.cont. 
Miracles were wrought by Invocation of the __ 
Devil; which was the ſame in effeft, that, 
by his own telling, the Jews ſaid of the Mi- p. wii. 
racles that were wrought by Chriſt and bis 
Tf Apoſtles: he ſhould nevertheleſs have the 
Impudence to ſay, that theſe were Fiftions 
and Tales, as if He knew Chriſt and his 4- 
poſtles, better than the Fews in whoſe Coun- 
try they liv'd, and whoſe Anceſtors were 
converſant with them ; or as if Chriſt himſelf 
could not work as true Miracles, as were 
| done in Celfſus's time, and to his own know- 
by f's edge, by Chriſtians that wrought their Mi- 
| racles in his name > | 
This learned man took ſurely a likelier Origin. 
way to diſparage the Miracles of Chriit ro ooo, 
the unthinking part of Mankind ; by likening \,c \ whe o& 
the great things that are ſaid rf Chriſt, to | 
0 x thoſe e 


— 


XX 
Orig.cont. 


Cel. II. 


125, 129. 


Herod. 
IV. 


To the Reverend Dr. Bentley, 


thoſe that we read of Ariiteas Proconneſi- 
us, and of Abaris, in Heathen Writers. 
But they that Think what they read, will 
conſider, that of the former of theſe, the 


firſt account we have is from Herodotus ; 


and he tells it only by Hear-ſay. He ſays, 
they ſay that Ariſteas died at Proconneſus, 
andappear'd there again 7 years after : and 
having made ſome Verſes, diſappear d : but 
that, two or three hundred years after, he 
appeard a:ain at Metapontum, where, by 
ſpecial direftion from Apollo, he was wor- 


O:ig cont. ſhipped as God. Of Abaris, C:lſus tels 


Celf. III. 
p. 129. 


us himſelf, that he had ſuch a Power or Pa- 
culty, that he'rode about upon an Arrow 
through the Air, over Mountains and Seas, 
in his Travels out of Scythia into Greece, 
and back again into Scythia, as both Por- 
phyry and ſJamblichus tel us at large 

' Theſe things Ceilus tells us without any 
Cenſure, as if he believd them to be true. 
And ſo they are, as much as his Book is a 


true Diſcourſe, which is the Title be gives. 


ir. Whoever conſiders theſe Stories, T 
think will not much regard the Judgment 
that Fle paſſeth on the Miracles of Chriſt 

aud his Apoſiles. | 
| But the Way that he took fo bring them 
in diferace, by ranking thew with thoſe in- 
credible Fatles, this took mightily with the 
tearned Fleathens that came after him. And 
there- 


q { 
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therefore, I doubt not, it was, that both 
Philoſtratus writ the life of Apollonius Ty- 
aneus, and that Porphyry writ the Life of 
Pythagoras, which led me into this Digreſ- 
fron. They ſeem to have been written, both 
of them with this deſign. I am ſure they 
are both of them made uſe of to this purpoſe ; 
to ſhew, that all the great things that are 
told of our Saviour in the Goſpel, were e- 
quall d, if not out-done by theſe Heathen 


Philoſophers. 
AS for Porphyry, his hatred of the Chri- Holſtein 


tian Religion he ſhew'd ſufficiently, in wri- as & 
ting 15 Books againſt it : the Loſs whereof, Porply c. 
though ſome of our Deiſts complain of, yet '* 

they may be aſſur d for their comfort, they 

will not want the help of any of our learned 

men to bring them to light. We want them 

indeed on many accounts : but eſpecially, to 

ſhew them, that as they have Porphyry's 

malice, ſo if they bad his great Learning 

too, both theſe join d together would not 

hurt the Chriſtian Religion. We (hould want 

his Books the leſs, if we had any of thoſe An- Hieron. 
ſwers that were written againſt him by three pr=t- Dan. 
learned Chriſtians, Methodius, Euſebius, | 
and Apollinaris. But, as Holſtein we/ ob- De vit. & 
ſerves, the Roman Empire being turned «Fo 
Chriſtian within wery few years after the 
writing of theſe Books; as the Emperors took 
care by their Edifts to keep them fromcom- 


B 3 ng 
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ing into the hands of the Vulgar ; ſo for learn- 
ed men, they had now no occafion to tran- 


ſeribe them, or preſerve the copies that were 
written. 


Euſcb., Of the time of Porphyry's writing theſe - 


hiſt.VI.19. Books, we have nothing certain, ſave that 
we are told they were written when he was 
in Sicily. And the time of his coming thi- 
ther, as he tells us himſelf, 'w.is about the 
=. 0p bout the year of Chrilt 267. He acknow- 
4+ ledgeth that, being in Rome at that time, 
he had a mind to kill himſelf : which Ploti- 
nus diſcover d ; and uprn his chiding him 
for it, he left him, and went away into Sici- 
lv. What it was that enraged Porphyry to 
that degree that he muſt needs kill himſelf, 
" Euſcb. he doth not fay. Probably it might be out 
hiſt. VIL. of madneſs, to ſee That Emperour's favour to 
12. VII+ Chriſtians, whom his Father Valerian had 
done all he could to deſtroy. If that was 
the reaſon of this Philoſopher's being weary 
of his life, he had ſome eaſe within a few 
Months in the death of that Emperour, and 
then a. Succeſſion of others that wanted only a 
fit ſeaſon for the renewing of the Perſecution. 
And it might be as well to quicken them to 
that Work, as to eaſe his own paſſion, that 
he ſet bimſelf to the writing of theſe Books, 
Wherein, as ull that quote from them obſerve, 
Holt. ib. be out-did all others in virulent Railing and 


C. 1O. Scofiing 


15th of Galienus the Emperour, that is, a- 


\ 


\ 
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Scoffing at the Chriſtian Religion. As for © 
his Arguments, it cannot be imagined that 
there was any thing of ſtrength in them more 
than what Julian the Apoſtate took into the 
work that he writ afterwards on that Sub- 
je. And to our comfort, as well as the 
Deiſts, That work is not loſt. It hath been 
often publiſhed, with Cyril's anſwer to it : 
but never fo much to the Reader's advantage, 
as now lagely in the excellent Spanhelm's E- 
dition. | | 
Whether it was before, or after theſe 
Books, that he writ the life of Pythago- 
ras, we cannot certainly know : for the life 
zt ſelf is imperfeit, both at the beginning, 
and the end; and the whole Book 1s but a 
part of his Hiſtory of the lives of Philo- 


ſophers. But whereas theſe lives of his, 
as Holſtein obſerves, were all made up of ne vie. & 
Patches taken out of the ancient Writers ; Scr.Porph. 
and ſo is this among the reſt ; yet here, af- © 7 


ter all the heap of ſtuff that he hath collett- 
ed from others concerning the life of Py- 
thagoras, at laſt, he brings in thoſe ſtories 
of Miracles wrought by him, part of which 
are in no other Writers, and the reſt he hath 
made his Own by wvouching for them, as 7 


have ſhewn. This I cannot imagine why ſo ». xii. 


wiſe a man f «9g do, but in purſuance of his 
malicious deſign agairſt the Chriſtian Religz- 
on, by making his reader believe, that the 

= 4:  Mira- 
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Miracles of Chriſt, upon which the credit of 


our Religion is built, were of no greater cre- 

dit themſelves,than thoſe which were wrought 

by Pythagoras. That I am not miſtaken in 

this, the Reader will ſee in the following 

inſtance of Hierocles ; who, writing ſome 

few years after Porphyry bad ſo highly ad- 

vanced Pythagoras, ſet him up in Competi- 

tion with our Lord Feſus Chriſt, as T ſhall 
preſently ſhew. 

Hierocles, being chief Judge at Nicome- 

= de dia zn Dioclet.an's time, was a chief Inſt i- 

? -»  .” gator of that bloody Perſecution that was 

then againſt the innocent Chriſtians. And 

to juſtifie this, he writ two Books againſt the 

Chriſtian Religion, which be publiſh'd under 

the title of P2242, a lover of Truth. 

No doubt by theſe means he won the heart of 

the Emperour Galerius, who was the firſt 

mover of that Perſecution : and therefore 

by him he was advanced to the moſt profita- 

Lat. de ble Government of Alexandria in Egypt. 

_ There alſohe went on in his butcherly Trade; 

Eufcb. de 7211 an end was put to it, by the wonderfull 

Marr. Pa- Providence of God, which by Conſtantine's 

Fett. & 3* means brought Chriſltanity to be the Impe- 

rial Religion. Then Hierocles betook him- 

ſelf wholly to Philoſophy, and among other 

things, writ his Commentary on the Golden 

Verſes that bear the name of Pythagoras ; 

which 7 mention, to ſhew how much he 

of 7, z p 3 wg « . 0 was 
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was addifed to the honour of Porphyry's 


Saint. . 

Of his two Books againſt the Chriſtians, it Evuſ. conx. 
| ſeems that Euſebius ſaw but One; and of Cy | 
| that, he tells us, the moſt part was /tollen out 

of Celſius ; and was long fince anſwer d by 

| "Origen. Ut appears that in that work of 
| Hoierocles, to pull down the honoar of Chriſt, 

he firſt ſet up Ariſteas, as Celſus had doxe : 

»| x + zext he ſets up Pythagoras ; and laſtly A- Edit.Ox- 
| pollonius Tyaneus. All this we learn out 7: **P- 
of that Fragment of Hierocles, which is n 
publiſh'd in the end of his Works, and alſo 
at the end of Euſebius's anſwer to his Book : 
tho:gh Euſebius medleth only with that part 

' which concerns Apollonius, becauſe that 
was all that was New in this Controverſie. 

| In this piece Hierocies, having magnified 

'|* Apollonius Tyaneus for the great things. 

that were recorded of him by Philoſtratus 7» 

his life ; and having vilified our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, whom the Chriſtians, as he ſaith on 

the account of his doing a few T:eq7«iz1 call 

a God ; he concludes in theſe words: © It 

«© z worth the confidering, that thoſe things 

 *® of Feſware brag'd of by Peter and Paul, 

( 'j *© and ſome others of that ſort of men, Li- 

* ars, and [lliterate, and Impoſtors ; but 

&* for theſe things of Apollonius, we have 

« Maximus, and Damis a Philoſopher that 

* lived with him, and Philoſtratus, wer 

; © eminent 
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& eminent for their Learning, and lovers 


Gal. 6.11, 


AR. 2 2. 3. 


« of truth. 

What aLover of Truth Hierocles himſelf 
was, we are to judge, not by the title of- his 
Books, but by the things contained in them. 
And though his Books againſt the Chriſtians 
have b:en loſt many Ages ſince, (as thoſe blaſ- 
phemous Books of Porphyry were, ) yet here 
we have a kind of Summary of them in this 
Fragment. For here we ſee in ſhort, what 
he had to ſay again(t the Apoſtles of Chriſt, 
and what to ſay for the Evangeliſts of Apol- 
lonius, whom he ſets up againſt him: and 
it cannot be denied that, on either ſide, the 
zruth of the matters of fat is to be judged 
of chiefly by the ſufficiency and the honeſty 
of the Witneſſes. Therefore knowing what 
he has to ſay of them, we know in eff ett the 
validity of all that is contained in his 
Books, 

Firſt, In his charge againſt the Apoſtles 
of Chriſt, to ſay that Paul was Illiterate, 
this was certainly an impudent Calumny. For 
befide his knowledge of the Greek, that was 
his native Language, wherein alſo we jee he 
writ a large Epiſtle with his own hand, and 
quotes the Greek Poets in ſeveral of his Epi- 
feles; Tſay, befide this, he had the Hebrew 
Learning in great. perfeftion, being brought 
up at the feet of Gamaliel, a Dottor ingreat 
fame among the Jews to this day. And he 

| | gave 
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gave ſuch proofs of his Learning before the 
bs | Roman Governour aud King Agrippa, that 
the Governour ſaid, too much learning had AR 6. 
made him mad. So far was He from cal- ** 
ling him an illiterate Man. LAþES: 
Then to call him and Peter, Liars, and 
Impoſtors, what occaſion did they give him 
for this? Only by their Preaching and Wri- 
| ting for the Chriſtian Religion. But did 
; | ; rhey believe that Religion, or not 2 If they 
| © did, ſuppoſe they might err in this, yet they 
| could not be Liars and Impoſtors ; for they 
both knew, and writ, that all ſuch are in a rom. 4.8. 
ſlate of Damnation, according to the rules of 2 Pet 3-3- 
their Religion. But if they did not believe 
it, then indeed they might do wicked things 
for their Religion, if that would recommend 
them to the Emperour's favour; and ſo to 
get preferment, as Hierocles did. But they 
were ſo far from that, the Government be- 
| ing againſt their Religion, that they could 
| get nothing by it but Dangers and Sufferings. 
| Thoſe they met with in all places whereſoever 
they preach d. And they look'd for nothing 
elſe in this world, but Sufferings, and thoſe 
to end in a cruel Death, for Chriſt's ſake. «Tim 4.6. 
\ > This both of them declared in the laſt Epi- ? Petr. 14- 
| ples they writ, And in this we ſee they were 
: not miſtaken, For both of them ſuffer d 
| Martyrdom, as Clemens tells us in his E- 
| piſtle to the Corinthians, which he writ 
within 


ee En 
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within two ohttbree years after their death, 
the truth of which Epiſtle hath never been 
queſtion d by any learned man whatſoever. 
But what ſhall we ſay of a man that was 

perfeitlyBlinded, withPrejudice and Malice, | 
or with Ambition and Covetouſneſs > If Hi- | 
erocles had not been ſo, he could not but | 
have ſeen that thoſe two Apoſtles of Chriſt 
had nothing about them that would ſuit with 
thoſe tw? ugly charafers of Liars and Im- , 
poilors. But he had thoſe in his eye that 
would certainly have been taken by thoſe 
marks, if there had been a hue and cry af- 

ter them, I can't think any learned man in | 
his Age, being asked,; Of all the Writers, | 
whoſe Works were then extant, which was | 
the greateſt Liar? would name any other 
than Philoſtratus. 7 am ſure he could not, 
if he would ſpeak impartially. And yet this 
Philoſtratus,aud his two Authors, Maximus, 
aud Damis, Known to noaze but himſelf, | 
are the men whom Hierocles calleth Learned | 
Men, and Lovers of Truth. And for au [m- 
poſtor, if ſuch a one had been enquired for, I 
know not whom a learned man, that had no 
deſign ro ſerve with a Lye, would have na- 

med lefore Apollonius Tyaneus ; whom ye? 
Hierocles ſo much admires, that he thinks 
himſelf modeſt for ſaying only this, He was 

a Favourite of the Gods ; whereas the Chri- 
ſtrans ſay, that Chriſt was God himſelf, 


for 


for thoſe few ſtrange things that are told of 


ham. | 


Firſt, For Philoſtratus, 0» whoſe ſingle - 


word all the credit of this tory of Apolloni- 
us depends ; of what value his word 1s, muſt 
be judged by conſidering how he was quali- 
fied for an Hiſtorian. To begin with the op- 
portunities he had to inform himſelf; it is 
certain, he could ſay nothing of his Own know- 


ledge. Por as himſelf tells us, Apollonius phitoſt. 
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died a few weeks after the Emperour Domi- VIIL 1:- 


tian : that was in the year of our Lord 96. 
But Philoſtratus did uot write thi till a- 
bove a hundred years after. How came he 
then by all the ſtuff with which he hath filled 
a large Hiſtory? He tells us, that while he 
lived. in the Court of Julia, that moſt infa- 


| _ mm0us Empreſs, the Mother and Wife of that 


horrible brute Caracalla, the Minutes of 


_— 


Apollonius's Life, written by one Damis, Philot Iz. 


that lived with him, were preſented to her 
by one of Damis's Relations ; and ſhe being 
a Lover of fine Language, aelivered' them 
to this Sophiſt Philoſtratus, to put them in- 
to a handſome dreſs. ' But that we may not 
think theſe Minutes were all that he had for 
' the furniſhing of hu Hiſtory, he tells us, 
he had befides, an account from one Maxi- 
mus of gx, how Apollonius paſt his time 
in that Town, for the two or three years that 
he lived there, being then about 20 years 


of 


Ib: 
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of Age, almoſt a Boy, as Hierocles words 
#t. And this is all the help he had from 
theſe two Lovers of Truth, as Hierocles 
calls them. But there was beſides, one Mce- 


 +R,.*4. rapenes, that writ 1v Books, On or Againſt 
Ex 'A ge ” 5 = 

marero Apollonius; but he is not to be heeded, 

b.I,3. /aith Philoſtratus, becauſe he was 1g00- 


A 


I, 2. 


rant of many of our Stories; ſo he loſt 
the Honour of being recorded by Hiero- 
cles for .one of the lovers of Truth. 
ſhort, except the little things that hapned 
in the ſhort time that Apollonius was at A#- 
ge; for any thing elſe of his Life, Philo- 
ſtratus 4oth not pretend: to have any Author 
But Damis. Tet all that he had of Damis, 
was no more than a Table-book of Minutes, 
as Philoſtratus owns. And thoſe might be 
written by any one elſe, for ought he knew. 
For it was a bundred years after Damis's 
death, before he ſaw or heardl of them, Till 
then they were not known. And thena Name- 
leſs man, pretending to be a relation of Da- 
mis, brought them, and ſaid they were writ= 
ten by Damis. This all the Authority we 
have for Philolratus's Legend. 

But he ſaith in the Chapter before, he had 


Jome things from Town-talk, in the places 


where Apollonius had been ; and ſome things 
he had that other men faid of him: and ſome 
things from Epiſtles that Apollonius bad 
written toKings,&c.As for theTalk of _— 

one 
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done a hundred years ago, that u very ancer- 

tain ; but of what Authority were theſe Epi- 

ſtles 2 7 here may well be a doubt of this. For 

| the Epiſtles in Diogenes Laertius were gene- 

| rally forged by Sophiſts. And Philoſtratus phitofte. 

' being a Sophiſt, and one that knew how Soph Il.p. 

"A . Wn 617. He 

to write to Kings, might be the very man,,,;; .touk 

| that forged the Epiſtles now extant. Weof Lov-E- * 

' have reaſon to like them the worſe, for a- Yr 

|; greeting too well with his Hiſtory. But be- 

ſides, he ſeems to doubt that his Reader 

might ſuſpett theſe Epiſtles, and therefore 

queſtion hu Hiſtory. To fence againſt this, 

he faith, he took things that were more 1, «. 

certain from the Authors that he names af- 

terwards: Damis, &c. Of how little credit 

thoſe Authors were, we have ſeen. And if 

things taken out of them were more certain, 

as ke himſelf tells us, then there is no credit 

at all to be given to his Epiſtles. 

So much for the Authority : now for the 
Matters of his Hiſtory. Some of them, I dare 
ſay, were ſuch as Lucian had never heard of, 
| and yet He liv d mid-way between Apollonius 
| and his Hiſtorian. Particularly, I cannot be- 
lieve he ever heard of that Story of- Apollo- 
nius, how he made the . people at Ephe- 
ſus ſtone an old Beggar ; who, as He told. 
them, was a Dzmon ; and when the Stones 
had made a Hillock. over hw body, he bad 
the people remove the ' Stones, which they 
did; and found under them, not a man, but 

| a 
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_ IV. 8. 
Empuſa. 


a Maſtiff, as big as the biggeſt ſort of Lions 
and foaming at Mouth, as if he had been 
mad. So likewiſe he tells how Apollonius 
being invited, with many other Gueſts, by his 
Friend Menippus to his Wedding ; he found 
that the amiable Bride was a She-Devil,that 
was . in love with Menippus, and pretending 
to be a great Fortune, had provided the 
Wedding Dinner, with a noble Antendance, 
aud all manner of Delicacies : but, upon his 
telling bis Friend what ſhe was, ſhe, together 
with her Attendance and Dinner, vaniſht, 
leauing Apollonius tro make her Excaſe to 
the Bridegroom and his Company. Here. 
were Subjetts for Lucian to have bantered 
upon, beyond any that are in his Book ; ſo 
that, becauſe they are not There, I ſay again, 
one may be ſure he never heard of them. 
He that could thus deſcry Devils, might. 
as well ken Souls, one would think, and, 
tel what Bodies they had-paſſed through : 
eſpecially being a Pythagorean Philoſopher. 
T have ſhewn Apollonius could do that,as well 
as Pythagoras himſelf; though Philoſtratus 
doth not tell us, that ever his Soul dwelt, 
as that of Pythagoras did, in the Body of a 
Sou of Mercury, that had that Gift from his 
Father. . But he was not to be meaſur d by 
Py thagoras, being as Philoſtratus zells ws, 


F " L:1.c.4. far the greater Man of the two, He out- 


did him in many things ; and particularly 


s in 
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in this, that he could call. up the Souls of 
any of the Heroes, and entertain himſelf 
| with them at his Pleaſure. Particularly, 
at the Temb. of Achilles, where that Heroe 1v. 3. 
| appear'd ſometimes frightfully to-others, who | 
therefore waru'd Apollonius not to.come near 
him; he laught at them, and ſpent a whole 
Night there in Converſation with Achilles, 
| till the Cocks-crowing,, which, it ſeems, 
 marns the Sprights away. But the next day 1v. 5. 
he: told his Company all this; haw the Ghoſt | 
| appear d\ to him, at firſt but five Cutits 
high, but roſe up by degrees to be twelve ; 
perhaps ſwelling with Tudignation againſt 
| bis Countrey-men of Theſlaly..; of: whem 
| he. bitterly complained, That whereas they 
uſed to worſhip him formerly, now. they had 
. this good while left it off. He called Apol- 
'| * lonius by his Name : And told him, I am 
' glad you are here, for I have long look: for 
ſucha one as you totell them of this. _ But 
for.one thing he expoſtulated with Apol - 
nius #00: That he had receiv'd into his 
Company one Anrtilthenes, :hat was of the 
race of King Priamus, and that uſed to fing 
the Praiſes of Heor ; whom, belike, Achil- 
| * leshated, even after Dea: h. But it ſeems 
| Apollonius,' having done this ignorantly, 
now he was told of it diſcarded the young 
Gentleman.- « All this, as Philoſtratus ſays, 
was in the minutes of Damis, who was. pre- 
ſent at that time. C a 
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And with Him I go next to Apollonius's 
Travels, of which Philoſtratus:tells us ma- 
wy wonders that he ſaith Damis ſaw ; among 
which are the moſt incredible things that 
we read in the Travels of Sir John Mande- 
vill. But he tells us many more and great- 
er than that Knight has in his Book. Fartt- 
cularly this, which Damis confeſſeth made 
him ſtare. When he was among the Bra- 
mins, they brought him tp a Treat: where he 
ſaw four Tables, that walked and placed 
themſelves in an apt Figure : each of theſe 
was ſupported by an Image that ſerved them 
with Drink : Two of theſe Images pour d 
out Wine, and the other two Water, one hot, 
and pne cold, to every Gueſt accordivg to bis 
drinking : and for Dinner, there came in 
Diſhes of all the beſt Fruits of the Seaſon ; 
znvifible, till they were upon the Table, aud 
there they ſet themſelves in order for ea- 
ting : then the Earth thruſt up heaps of 
Graſs, that were ſofter than Beds, for the 
Gueſts to lie upon. Philoſtratus ſa#th n- 


deed, that how they did theſe things, Apol- 


lonius either asked, nor cared to Learn 
that is, he took all to be done by Magick. 
But he liked theſe Magicians never the worſe 
for it ; as appears by the high Praiſes 'he 
gave them at every mention that he made 
of them afterwards. Which ſo prick'd the 
Gynmoſophiſts, mhen he was with them in 

- Athiopia, 
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Mchiopia, that they, to ſhew him a proof VL s. 
of their 5kill, made an Elm-tree [pe 


EF. eak to 
| him. It ſpoke, he ſaith, ticularly : but 
| zt was with a Woman's voice ;' perhaps. be+ 
cauſe the Greek word for an Elm u of the Ilrvig. 
Feminine Gender. Theſe are very rank ful- 
ſome Lyes : but they are but a ſmall taſt of 
the abundance that Philoſtratus gives us out 
of his Damis's Minutes. 
Vo What he tells of Apollonius without that p , - 
Authority, himſelf, as I have ſhewn, doth 
acknowledge to be very Uncertain. Such he 
Owns thoſe fortes to have been that he tells 
us ; of a Choire of Swans, that, happening to 
be in the Meadow where hs Mother fell in 
Labour, Sung him into the World: and alſo 
of a Choire of Virgins, that ſung him into 
| Heaven ; if the lying Cretans may be be- 
| ' Hiev'd, that gave Philoſtratus the words of 
their Song. Por the diſtance of time between 
| his Birth and his Death, he owns it to be 
| very uncertain : He ſaith it was as ſome 
ſay, 80 years, as ſome 90, and as ſome a- 
ove 100. But therein, as well as in many 0+ 
ther things, he ſhew'd his want of CE 
| For if, as be tells w, Archelaus rebefd a- 
\ | / gainſt the Romans, when Apollonius was at 
#gz, being then but 16 years old ; then be 
mult have been 1% in or very — frſ#8 1,9. 
year of our Lord : for it was certainly A... 
17, in which Archelaus, after a very ſhort I a 
| C 4 ſtruggle, 


vVINO ' Ia. 


VIII, iy 3 


xxxvi To the Reverend Dr. B Bentley 


Tc An” 


ſtruggle, yielded, and was depoſed for big 


nal 13 4" Rebelion.: And as T have fſhewn from Phi- 


P. xxiX. 


VII, 12. 


VIII, 12. 
_ > 


pet 


loſtratus himſelf, Apo!lodorus dzed A. D. 
96. Therefore, according to Philoſtratus's 
own acco:mt, he died at the Age of 96 or 
97 years old ; which is none of rhe years a- 
Zoue mention'd. So uncertain was alſo rhe 
place of his death. For, as Philoſtratus ' 
ſaith, ſome ſay he died at Epheſus ; ſeme ſay 
in the Iſle of Candy ; and ſome in Miner- 
va's Temple at Lindys. For Philoſtratus's 
part, not daring to ftrain the. credit of Da- 
mis, by making him fide with any of them, 
be declares that Damis ſaid nothing of the 
manner of his Death. But then, deliverin 
the opinions of orhers, he ſaith, Thus d lied 
Apollonius; adding,it he Died at all.. O rare 
Hiſtorian that, having uot only aſſured us 
he was Born, but having given a particular 
account, of his Father, and his Mother, and 
the toms Chamber he was Born in ; comes - 
at laſt to make a Doubt whether he ever Di- 
ed or no.. What would ths man have the 
Reader think of his Apolionius 2. that he 
was greater. than Apollo ? or than Jupiter 
himſelf 2. So it ſeems. For both theſe Di- 
ed, aswe have ſhewn from Pythagoras.him- 
felf ; ; who own'd it was after their Deaths 
that; they were made Gods : and Pythago- 
ras could not but Know this; for, as thiWri- 
Fer tells Us, Pythagoras was Amoug them 
ſome- 
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ſometimes ; and Apollo came to him, and own'd 1, 1, 2. 
that it was He that ſpoke to him. Tet here, 
Philoſtratus, that told us all this, though he 
durſt not ſpeak out,that Apollonius did Never 
die ; yet he intimates this was his Opinibn, and 
wauld incline his Reader to believe it: ' Cer- 
tainly your Tzetzes did not exceed in cal- 
ling him the moſt lying Philoſtratus. . 4- 

| mong all the Writers that I know, there is 
| ſcarce. a greater Liar in the world. | 
Nor was there a greater Impdoſtor thai 
Apollonius; whom, on the ſole credit of Phi- 
| loſtratus's Ziftory, Hierocles ſo much ex- 
| tolls, as the great Favourite of the Gods; 
and fitter to be called a God, than our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour. But to ſhew more particularly 
what Apollonius was, we muſt not wholly 
tejedt his Iying Hiſtorian. For,. if we do, 
we are quite in the dark : there being no 0- 
ther that writ of Apollonius within two hun- 
ared years Wer hi death, Lucian only ex- 
repted. And therefore to make the beſt of 
what 'we have in theſe two Writers, 1 ſhall 
begin with Philoſtratus, :nd tate the beſt 
Information we can get of him. _. 
' Now according to this Hiſtorian, Apolloni- 
\ us we bredupat firſt among the Pythagore- 
ans, aud always affefted to be thought a Phi- 
loſopher of that Sed. For he ſtriftly obſerved 
| tbe.rules of Pythagoras, though he under- PI 
| fleed wot his Doftrine. But he not only imi- ge.» 
| = 6 3 tated, 
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tated, but much out-did him in his Travels. 
And. according to the way of that Sef, which 
was much addifted to the Worſhip of Dxz- | 
mon's, he made it his b :fineſs, whereſoe- 
ver he went, to reſtore the Gentile 1dola- 
try, which was then much ſunk by the 
preaching of the Chriſtian Religion. This, 
0 doubt, might entitle bim 'to the Devils 
eſpecial Aſſiſtance, by which he might do 
Wouderfull things ; and might, as he Boaſt> + 
ed he did, know more than all the men in 
the world. That was nothing to him, He 
would be thought to be a God, and therefore 
: he boaſted of things which no Max could know 
' 1,'3.p.25.0r do. . He declared, he knew all the Lan- 
gaages of Men without any teaching ; and 
that he underſtood, not only their Words, 
but even their ſilent Thoughts, Damis, as 
ſoon as he heard this, fell down and wor- 
Sh pped him ; he could do no fgſs, looking | 
upon him as a Dzmon, ſaith the Hiſtorian. | 
Orhers that ſaw his Tricks, and heard ſuch | 
things from him, ſoon found both what he 
was, and what he would be at. They ſaw, 
he was either a Magician or agrand Cheat. 
I, 2,3. This was the common Opinion they had of 
him, according to Philoſtratus, who notably 
fenceth ay it. They alſs ſaw what be 
drove at, even to be thought a God. © Of this 
Vi, r. he was accuſed to the Government : and that 
by Philoſophers even by Eap'rates the great-' 
| oft 


eft of them in bis Age. Theſe learned mes, 
uo doubt, had ſeen the Books that he pub- © 


To the Reverend Di! Bently. zixix = 


lifk'd; namely, his four Books of Judicial 3: 


Aſtrology, and his Books of Satriffces, to 
fhew what ſorts of them would beft pleaſe e. 
very God. I find no other Books that he 
writ. And theſe could not but confirm thoſe 
Philoſophers in their opinion of him. We 
have theſe things, and much more of thi 
kind, from Philoſtratus ; whom we have 
reaſou to believe in theſe things, though not 
in wany other ; for in theſe he agrees with 
him that Irved neareſf Apollonius's time. 

all the Writers now extant, the near- 
eſt to the time of Apollonius was Lucian, 44 
F have ſhewn. And what opinion he had of 
him, we may ſee in his account of another of 
the ſame Trade, one Alexander, a Famous 


Impoſtor. Lucian tells us of this Alexan- Len w 23 
der; that being at firſt a handſome Touth, ware. v;. 
he was abuſed by one of Tyana, that 416. 


made hint hu Catamite. This execrable 
8odomite, being, as Lucian ſaith, not only a 
Countryman of Apollonius, ut alſo one of 
his Companions, that knew all His way of 


aQing the part of a Philoſopher ; to make Texfpd/d. 


this young man the more paſſive to his 
Luft, traind him up to Magic, and taught 
him the uſe of Charms, and made him a 
great Proficient in dll the other arts of Cheat- 
ing, in which he excelld. This t dll that 
E 4 id 


xl__- 
we have of Apollonius from Lucian. And 


P. xxx. 


P. xxix, 


Ph*'1nſt. 
*Oph. fl. 
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Enf. hiſt. 
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Phil. vir. 
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we bad'not known ſo much of him as this, but 
that Lucian,: having occafion to ſpeak of a 
Companion'ef+ bis,” that ſetup at his Trade, 
aud took Apprentices at it ; thereupon brings 
him in, as. the Maſter. workman of his Age in 
all that way of. Diabolical Pradtice. 

This was the Reputation he had, as it 
ſeems, till above a hundred years. after his 
Death.. . Then outcomes this Book of his Life; 
compos d; as.l have ſhewn, out of unknown 
Memoirs,-.brought nto the World by an un- 
known hand. . They are. ſaid.to have been 
Brought to the Empreſs. Julia, as 1 have 
ſhewn,” That. might be, though they. were 
firſt born, in.her Court. She might as well 
order the. firſt De viſing, .as the compoſing 
of them into.a Hiſtory... Pliloſtratus owns 
that what. he.did was by Her order. 4nd ſhe 
was - her. ſelf a Philoſopher, as he tells us: 


_ agreat Iutriguer, all ackyowledge. No doubt 


ſhe had wery great reaſons. for ſuch an extra: 
ordinary. thing as this was, to canonize a 
Magician a 'bundred;years after his death, 
and taadvance him even to be a Ged : Whe: 
ther. ſhe. had a mind.:this, way to draw off 
her Son, the young, Emperor, from the e- 
fteem he bad of the Chriſtians, whom he.  fa- 
pour on his Nurſes. account, that . was of 
that'Reljgzon 5. or whether to- do honour. to a 
Diſciple and intimate Friend of the Magi, 
that 


_—_ 7. 
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that were Noted to lie with their Mothers ; Sexe. Em- 
and thereby to countenance her wicked deſign jny 1. 
of drawing her Son to her Bed. Theſe are 

but Conjeftures, But whatſoever the mat- 

ter was, it was She, as Philoſtratus owns, 5# 
that ſet him upon the deſign of writing the _ 
Life 7 Apollonius; at ſuch a rate, that who .___ - 
ever believ'd it, could not but look upon him - + 
as a fit Rival for our Bleſſed Saviour. Her, More's 
and her Sou Caracalla, 7 take to have been wot þ 
the Emperours that order d him to be war-1IV- 3, 4 
ſhipped, at Tyana where he was born. That Ge ole 
Emperors did order this, Philoſtratus ze/s Phil.VNT 
us ina Chapter. which T take to be an addin * © 
tion to the end of his Book. And ſure this ©. 
could not be done by any Emperors before -: 
Lucian's time: Por if it had, he durſt not ' 
have writ. thoſe things that I have quoted 
from him. Conſidering alſo that her Siſter 
or Neice Mammza, the Mother of Alex- 
ander Severus, was a Chriſtian; I do ot Fuſ. hiſt. 
wonder at that which Lampridius hath 7n ie —_—_ 
this Emperors Life. Where he ſaith; he jcx. 
had the Images of Chriſt and Apollonins 29. 
together in his Lararium. Of his Mother he 

had his Birth and Education ; and it was 

his Aunt Julia that rais d bim to that Great- 

neſs; inwhich, being to furniſh a Cloſet for 

his Devotion, he thought to pleaſe them both, 

in ſetting up his Aunt s God, together with his 
Mother's. | =” 


* re © Y - 
x * 


7 


"Zy 


 «xlii 8 To the Reverend Dt, Bentley. 

As the Bigotted Heathens could not But 
be pleas d with the Elniour. done to Apollo- 
nius, #i# order to the Leſſening of our Bleſſed 

t Saviour, ſo no doubt the Devil would pro- 
mote it what he could. And therefore I am 
 Ayſteryof inclin'd to be of Dr. More's opinion ; that 
Ft the Devil might make that appearance to 
"?,... Aurelian, 2 the. name of his. Saint Apolto- 
Hius, to perſwade that incenſed Emperor to 
\ ſpare his City of Tyana for his ſake. Tho 
.-.», otherwiſe, it is not improbable that Vo- 
Vopiſc. ... piſcus might Invent this part of his Fliſtory. 
_—_ For, as in moſt hined Friend Mr. Dod- 
Mr. Ded. well ſhews, he writ it in the firſt heat of 
_ Pi=- jocktian's Perſecution, and dedicated it 
em.in fo the Prefectus Urbis, who had the ſame 
- Aug. concern in this matter at Rome, that Hie- 
*& * rocles had at Nicomedia. And by the high 
Encomium he gives Apollonius; out of a 
Greek Book, as he tells us, which could be 
no other than his Life written by Philoſtra- 
tus; 4 is plain he had the ſame wicked de- 
fign with Hierocles, namely, to ſet up this 
Magician for a Rival to our Saviour; and 
thereby to bring Contempt on his holy Religi- 
on, and on all them that ſuffer d and died 

for it in that Perſecution. 
_ But when God s time was come to ſet up 
the Kingdom: of Chriſt, three or four Empe- 
V. Laft.de rors that Oppos'd it with the utmoſt Malice 
fort. Per- and Rage, were ſucceſſively taken away a 
[7 
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the viſible hand of God; the Fuſtice whereof 
two of them at their death did acknowledge. 
Then the Devil B:ing thrown out of Heaven, 
all his Amgels fell with him. Chrifltanity 
came to be the eſtabliſh d Religion. Aud 
Then, (to uſe the Phraſe of a Gentleman that 
had more Wit thin did him good,) Religg- 
on having taught the people to ſay Grace, 
there was no more danger of the crooked 
| } Pin in the Pudding : thoſe palpable Lyes of 
Apollonius would no? go down; and fo, for 
orght 1 find, Hierocles quite loft bis la- 
ONT. | 
Next, Jamblichus, who, as Eunapius 
faith in his life, was a greater Scholar than 
his Maſter Porphyry, and who was nv leſs 
a Hater of Chriſtians ; yet living under Chri- 
ſtian Emperors, a the did all the time of his 
age for writing Books, he durſt not write 
Profeſſedly againſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
But taking this to be a ſafe way, he went 
on with his Maſters deſign of ſetting"up Py- 
thagoras 70 be a Rzval to-our Saviour. In 
order to this, be took up all the fluff that 
Porphyry # his life of Pythagoras had ga- 
ther d ready to his hand. He worked it 0+ 
wer again his own way, oftentimes making 
uſe of Por phyry $ words. 7 hen, for far- 
ther Embelliſhment, he added: out of his own 
Hroention, whatever he thought would either 
adorn his. Subjett, or promote the defign 4 
is 


f 
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his Writing. His defignwas plainly to ſub- 
vert the Chriſtian Religion. But ſo, as not 
to run himſelf in any danger on that atcount : 
and therefore without ever mentioning Chriſt 
or Chriſtians; which he could-#ot do in this 
Rook--without ſeeming to make ſome kind of 
refletion upon them ; he only endeavours. to 

. make Pythagaras, and thoſe of his Sed, out- 
ſhine them in the Luſtre that he groves them 
with. his Eloquence,. ſuch as it ig. Which, 
together with other Services that he did to 
the cauſe of 'Heatheniſm againſt'the Chriſti, 
an Religion, did ſo far endear him to Juli- 
an, that wretched Apoſtate; ' that, after he 
eame to ſhew himſelf; which was.not till he 

Juliani E- #00k the. Empire upon him, he writ more E- 

EE piſttes. to Jamblichus than to. any other 

bs, xi. While: Fe was-liviugc and after his Death 
never mentioned him but with the higheſt 

Julian! O- Encomiums/ calling him ſometimes the He- 

rat. IV. ws >, 

Grar. VIL FO, ſometimes the Civine. Jamblichus, ax 

Ib oxe whom he admired next the Gods. 

. Julian, having,been ſometime. a Reader in 

_ the, Church, "might wery-well.ynderſtand him 

as 1 do in theollowing in{t ances of, his Book; 

| which Þ take to'bave begxuwritten in.a kind 
Jamb!. vir. of Abuſive imitation of the-Goſpel. .Namely, 
*g 's. © wberehe tells us, how the Motber of Pytha- 
goras,' being with'Child of -him,- which was 

more than her Husband yet. knewgvas brought 

by bim'to-the-Oracle of Apollo. Pythius at 


Delphi: 
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Delphi : aud there the Propheteſs told him 
both the firſt News of his Wife's Conception, 
and alſo that the Child ſhe then went with 
ſhould prove the greateſt good to Mankind. 
Thereupon he ſaith, her Husband changed 
his Wife s name from Parthenis to Pythats : 
and afterwards, when the Child was born, 
call 4 him Pythagoras ; as being foretold by 
Apollo Pythius, for ſo he ſaith that name 
ſignifies. Jamblichus will not take upon c.2. p. 29. 
him to ſay (as hz tells us ſome Others did) 

that the Child was of Apollo's own getting : 

but he ſaith, none can doubt it was one of 1b. 
Apollo's Companions in Hequen, that came © 
down to be the Soul of that Child. He 

ſhould have ſaid rather, one of Pluto's Com- 

panions in Hell ; for the Soul of Pythago- 


| , ras came then out of Hades, if Pythagoras P. viii. 


himſelf may be believd. But Jamblichus 


' was aware that Pythagoras overſhot himſelf 


ſometimes, and did it particularly in his ac- 
count of the Stages that his Soul paſs d thro' 
7n it's Travels. Therefore Jamblichus takes 
notice of no other but Euphorbus, in'whom 
that Soul formert y dwelt. He ſmuggles all 


; the other Names we have mention d, not only p. vi, vii, 


from bis. Maſter Por 
Pythagoras himſelf. 

But boxever, he ſaith, it bath been af- 
firm'd by maiy, and that with great proba- 
bility, 7hat Pythagoras war'the _ be 


phy ry , but even from Vl. 
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God. Nay, that he was one of the Heaven- 
Jy:Gods that then appear d upon Earth for 
P.43 the Good of Mankind; a greater Good than 
| ever did come before, or ſhould ever come 
after. His Diſciples. indeed could not a- 
_ gree among themſelves what God he ſhould 
L. ' Some would have it that he was Apol- 
e. 27. p\\ lo Pythius; others, that be was Apollo 
27 Hyperboreus; others, that he was Aſcula- 
pius; others, that he was one of the Dx | , 
mons that dwelt in the Moon. They that © 
{aid he was Apollo, ſeem'd to be the great- 
eft number ; and they had the greateſt Aus 
e.19. p.94- thority on their fide; even his Own; for ſo 
' Pyth.bimſelf told Abaris (0 entitle himſelf 
P. zu. #0 the Money, as we have ſhewn) that he was 
, thevery God bimſelf : and proved it by ſhew- 
ing him his Golden Thigh, ſuch, as it ſeems 
Abaris had told him that the Image of his 
God had. in Scythia. But then, leſt Aba- 
£19. p.94. Tis ſhould ask him what he made Here ? Py. 
thagoras added, that he put on human 
Shape, that Men might not be afraid to 
Converſe with him ; as they would, if they 
hnew the Excellence of his Perſon, and ſo 
they would deprive themſelves of the bene- 
fit of his Doflrine, : I 
Such ſtuff as this runs through his Book ; 
which, being written for the "ifying of an 
Impeſtor, plainly ſhewd that the defign of 
it was to Banter the Goſpel of Chriff. He 


begins 


begins like one of the Heathen Poets, with 
invoking the Gods, and Pyrhagoras, to afiſt 
him in the Work. How he ended it, we 
cannot tell ; for his Book is imperfeit, But 
probably he continud it with an account of 
this Impoſtor's Diſciples, in zmitation of the 
Ads of the Apoſtles. 1n ſhort, aswell for 
Hiſtory, as for Doftrinal matters, from one 
end to the other, it hath ſo much of the Des 
vil in it, that it ſeems to have been wholly 
written by his Iſpiration. 
But all this 1 - acknowledge to have been 
4 Digreſſion, as well as all the reſt of what 
T have written, that dath not concern the 
Writers of Pythagoras's Life. For it was 
my proper buſineſs to ſhew of what credit 
They are, as to matter of Hiſtory. Nom © 
the two chief of theſe, being Porphyry and 
Jamblichus, who were great Philoſophers 
themſelves, aud ſuch great Admirers of Py- 
thagoras, as they ſhew in the writing of his 
Life ; one ought to exper they would have 
taken care to gather all that was True of him 
out of all the former Hiſtorians, and to have 
mingled nothing with it that was Tnconfiſtent 
with the truth of Hiſtory. How well they 
have perform'd this in other reſpedts, I ſhall 
wot take upon me to examin. But 1 (hall 
take acconnt of it only as to matter of Chro- 
nology. And that I think ſufficiently ſbem- 
eth hew much at random it is that Fmblh 
cnny 


To the Reverend Dr. Bentley, xlvii 


Aviii To the Reverend Dr, Bentley. 


chus pretends to give the Years of Pytha- 


poras's Life, and his chief Aftions and E- 


vents : and alſo how groſly both He, and Por- 


phyry before him, have abuſed their Rea- 

ders in the accounts that they give us of his 
principal Diſciples. 

| As to the years of Pythagoras's Life, 

Jamblichus zells us, that it was mach about 

c. 2. p. 31. Þts XV11L year that he ſet out to Travel : 

ls... and that after ſome time, (which I take to 


be 1v years) ſpent in other Countries, he 
c. 4-p. 36. came into Fgypt, and there he ftay'd xx11 


27. , Jears. He goes on, and ſays that the Phi- 

ins. Coſopher being taken there by Cambyſes's 

c. 5.begin- Soldiers, was carry'd to Babylon, and there 

us - heſtaydx1l years ; and then return'd home 

to Samos, being now about Lv1 years old. 

There he flayd for ſome time, (it ſhould 

ſeem for another 1v years) and then in. O- 

c.'7. p.47. lympiad Lx11 he went into Italy. There, 

23: he ſays, he governd his School XL years 

os. a. wanting 1, aud lived in all wery near -C 
years. | NON 5h DS, 

So Diſtinft an account" "#4" this ts of \'the 


years of Pythagoras's Life, whereof-there: 


is not the leaſt Item in any of the ancienter 
Writers, did, T confeſs, not a tittle Fejovce 
me, when I firſt met with it awd ſo much 
the more,' becaufe of two Certain Notations- 
of time, by which, if they \were-true, all 
thoſe years might befredured tothe like'cer= 

h tainty, 
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' tainty. There is nothing better knottin in 


ancient Hiſtory, than the year of Camby- 
ſes's conquering Agypt. We are certain it 
ivas in the end of the third year, oy the be- 
ginning of the fourth of Olymp. L.xiv. So 
that according.to Jamblichus, this was the 


very year of Pythagoras's being carryd to 


Babylon. And the time of hu going into 
Italy z as certain, according to Jamblichus, 


| who ſaith it was Olymp. Lx1t wherein Ery- 


xias was Vitor. There is plainly v1 years 
diſtance of time between theſe years that are 
here mentiond. And the ſame, one would 
think, there ſhould be between his beingear- 
ry d to Babylon and his going into Italy. 
But that cannot be Jamblichus's meaning. 
For he ſaith, it was x11 years that Pytha- 
goras /tayd at Babylon ; and then, to make 
up his life very near C years, as Jamblichus 
reckons it, there muſt be three or four years 
more that he ſtay'd in Crete, and at Samos, 
before he went into Italy. Add theſe to 
the x11 years before mentiond,and they make 
ſome xv or xv1 years. And yet here Jam- 
blichus makes his going into Italy to be int 
Olymp. Lx11, that ts, to be v1 or v1 years 


before the certain time of his being carry d 


to Babylon, which muſt be in the third or 


fourth year of Olymp. Lx111, if he was car-. 


ry d thither by 'the Forces of Cambyles, as 
Jamblichus tes us. So in ſhort, he brings 
D Pytha- 


xlix 
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Pythagoras Captive 70 Babylon ſome xv 
or XVT"years before his going to Italy ; and 
yet he makes his going into taly vI or vil 
years before his being carryd to Babylon. 
Here are two of the chief accounts of time 
in bis Hiſtory which fo manifeſtly contra- 
dit one another, that to believe him in both 
impoſſible. 

Th:s is a great diſappointment, but it will 
make us ſome part of amends, if there be a- 
ny truth in either of them, To begin with 
that which he ſaith of Pythagoras's being 
taken in Agypt by the Soldiers of King 
Cambyles; that muſt be in the third or 
fourth year of -Olymp. Lx11, as T have ſhews. 
But as herein he contradids himſelf in his 0- 
ther Notation of time, ſo inthis he doth not 
agree with the ancienter Writers ; who ge- 
nerally ſpeak of Pythagoras's coming from 
Babylon fo Samos, and h;5 going from thence 
into italy, before the Reign of Camby les. 
Now that he that lived near DCCC years af- 
ter thoſe times, ſhould preſume to publiſh this 
to the World, without naming any Author 
for it, but as if he ſaid it of his own know- 
ledge ;, this T cannot look upon as any other 
than a very imp deat Fiition. As for that 
which he ſaid of Pythagoras's going into I- 
taly i» Olymp. Lxil, it i very likely he had 
Authors that ſaid ſomething like it. There 
are enough that ſay he was there in Olymp. 

| LXII ; 
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LXII ; and zr 3s very likely Jamblichus might 
miſtake them, and that might occaſion him 
| to ſay that Pythagoras went thither at that 
time. This us the Beſt I can ſay of it. And 
ſo in ſhort, I have loſt all the joy that I had 
of both his Diſcoveries. For having exa- 
mind them, I ſee the laſt is a mere Blun- 
der, the former a bold Fiftion, and they 
both contradift one another. What credit 
can one give to ſuch an Hiſtorian ? 

For his account of the Diſciples of Pytha- 
goras, he takes what he will out of the rude 
heap that his Maſter Porphyry had thrown 
together, and much more he adds very la- 
viſhly out of his own head. 

_ _ Zamolxis the Lawgiver of the Getes, 

they will have to be one of Pythagoras's 
 . Diſciples. Porphyry makes him one of the 
Firſt, For he ſaith, that Zamolxis being 
yet a Boy, was brought out of Thrace by 


the Father of our Philoſopher, who gave © 30, p.' 
him to his Son, and he taught him all mat- '* 22, 


ters of Religion, Jamblichus owns he was 
Slave to Pythagoras ; who, as he ſays, 
taught, hina and then gave him his liberty. 
And yet he had reckon d him before, among 
the young men, that came to be Diſciples to 
Pythagoras #n his old . Age. All this is true 
alike. For Herodotus, that . livd among 


[i 


C. 23. Þ- 
I0J. I. 9, 


h Herodor, 


them who remember d Pythagoras, m— IV, 56. 


I 3 
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Zamolxis was much Ancienter than he. And 
therefore Jamblichus was once in the right, 
though perhaps it was through forgetfulneſs, 
when be left him out of the Catalogue of 
Pythagoras's Diſciples. 

Zaleucus and Charondas he hath in the 
Catalogue ; for which, he hath- not only Por- 
phyry on his fide, who tells us from Nico- _ 
machus, that by theſe he gave Laws to 

c 23. p. their people; but alſo in Diogenes Laertius il 
103.l.1,15. there is a mention of them to this purpoſe. © f 
Rut 'Jamblichus of his own bead reckons 

bath theſe among them that came Toung to 

be Pythagoras's Diſciples when he was Old : 

which is no truer of them than of Zamoixis ; 

for theſe alſo were much ancienter than Py=> | 
thagoras. Zaleucus /zved Olymp. xx1x, 
according to Euſebius's Chronicon. Of ... |. 
Diſt. p Charondas you have ſhewn that he was the (| { 
362. Scholar of Zaleucus, or as others ſay, old- © 
er than he. So that, if theſe three werePy- 
thagoras's Diſciples, it muſt have been ſome 

time after the Wars of Troy, before his 

Soul came into that Samian Body of his ; 

which, if it could be made out, would be a 
wonderfull proof of his Dotrine of Tranſ® ,| 
migration. To z 

They reckon three other Diſciples of Py= ' 
thagoras, o» whom he ſet no ordinary value, 
if it be true that they tell us of the Names 

| | that 


. chus oper-ſpot himſelf, in ſaying t 
' came a young man when Pythagoras mgs old. 


CLIO 


To the Reverend Dr. Bentley: liii 


* that he gave them. Theſe three were Epi- 


menides, by him Surnamed Purger ; Empe- Keen. 
docles, .cal d Wind-charmer; —_ Abaris; a 
called Sky-rider. And wery fine Stories 'Aleybd- 
they tell of the reaſons of his giving then To 
theſe Names : all tending to this, that he py. © 
zmparted to them ſome.of thaſe Romantick .193. 
Powers which theſe Hiſtorians were pleas 'd x gyos hy | 
to aſcrabe to Pythagoras. tad call 128. ; 
them Lyes, but I ſhall ask their pardon, if. 
1 do not prove that they belye Pythagoras 
in what they ſay of theſe his Diſciples, © 

Firſt, for Epimenides,phow both\Parphy- 
ry aud Jamblichus do reckon among his Diſ-,, 
ciples;there is much more probability iniwhat VIV 3: 
Laertius ſays, that makes him one of the Ma- 
fters of Pythagoras. Bat certainly Jamabli- © 23:P- 

; yi alſo 103.1. 15+ 


And both be and his Maſter are extravagant 


_ in making Pythagoras Teach him to conjure. 


For Epimenides, as af Writers agree, had 


purged Athens, whexnce he had the name 


Keouerns, before be could ſee Pythagoras, | 
who, as they ſay, gave him that Name. 
And he was a very Old may when he died. 


And that wa either before Pythagoras was 


born, or not many years after. See my ac- 
court of him in the year 594 before Chriſt. 


D 3  * 


y liv 


D. Laert. 


 vIII, 56. 


ibidem. 
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To fetch Empedocles into his School, | 


they ſeem to ſtretch hard on the other hand. 
Por, - though all agree that he was of the Pv- 
thagorean Se, yet that ever he was taught 
by Pythagoras, ſeems very improbable. 
That Alcidamas ſaid this, is true: but he 
makes Empedocles a hearer of Anaxago- 
ras, either firſt, or together with Pythago- 
ras. This could not be ; becauſe Pythago- 
ras was Dead, either before, or a very little 
after the Birth of Anaxagoras. See my 
account of him inthe year 500 before Chriſt. 
But that Empedocles came too late into the 
World to be at all a Diſciple of Pythagoras, 
zt ſuffictently appears by the accounts we have 
of him in D. Laertius. Who ſaith, that he 
flouriſhd in Olymp. Lxxx1v, and that A- 
riſtotle ſaith he died at Lx years old; tho 
other $.of leſs credit ſay he lived Lxxv1l, or 
G1X years. - But if he was in the flower of 
his Age in the Lxxx1Vvth Olympiad, that 
is above LX years after Olymp. Lxv111, 3. 
in which 'I plate the death of Pythagoras ; 
or placing :* i Olymp. 1xx, 4. which u but 
Ix yedrs after, and that 1s the loweſt T can 
go: T wmuft-needs ſay, Empedocles was a 
very young” Conjurer, or he flouriſhd in a 
very old" Age : ori'which 1 rather believe, 
there is no credit to be given to theſe two 
Hiſtortans, 

< This 


w 
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This will farther appear by the account 
they give of Abaris, whom alſo they make 


Iv 


a great Conjurer, and train'd up to: it by *Atbtesfe- 
Pyrhagoras. So much Porphyry had ſaid. 


But Jambiichus much out-does his. Maſter. 
For having told us that Abaris came for 
zmprovement in knowledge into Greece ; he 
ſaith, that in his way home from thence, be- 
ing now well ſtricken in years, he came to 


fee Pythagoras 2» Italy. T7here he gave £-19- p92. 
Pythagoras the Arrow upon which he uſed 13793 


to ride aloft in the Air: though elſewhere 
he ſaith Pythagoras took away his Arrow, 
and kept it till he made him confeſs all he 
cared to know of him, When there in [ta- 


ly they had ſpent as much time together as © 28. p. 


Jamblichus pleas'd, then he: brings them to 
Agrigentum 7» Sicily ; and there he ſets 
them to try if they can work any good upon 


Phalaris. Js his 32d Chapter Jamblichus 


ſheweth his Talent in the making of Speeches 
for them, and of Anſwers for«Phalaris ; 
till they came to be upon ill terms. Then 
he makes Phajaris reſolve. to kill them both; 
and he makes them for prevention ſet the Peo- 
ple againſt him ; by whom, he ſaith, Phala- 
' ris was kill'd the ſame day that he: had de- 
termin'd to kill both Pythagoras and Aba- 
ris. 
Now this is ſo fine a\Romance, that it 
| is 


131, 1. 28. 
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is pity there ſhould be no' truth in it; but 
only that there: was' ſuch a City, and that 


© 'there' were ſuch Perſons. It is civil to 
grant" that in'the time of Pythagoras there 


was: ſuth. a one as Abaris living, though Au- 
thors differ much about the time of his com-' 

ing into Greece: For as Harpocration tells 
us; Hippoſtrarus placed' it in: Olymp.111, 0- 
thers in Olymp.” xx1: Pindar i» the time 
of King-\Creeſus ; and' Eufeb. Chronicon 


bath it" twice, namely there, ant{ in Olymp. 


L%XXI1I. But granting-that Abaris* was . i#' 
Greece 2x Creeſus 5/time, which' is the only 
time\that: confiſfts with Jatnblichus's' ſtory : 
Then, according: to'Euſeb.' Chromeon, his 
coming.'.was in\Olymp. Liv, 2. that was 
while Pythagoras was abroad inhis Travels, 
according *to*_Jamblichus's Account, which 
makes his coming into Italy to be in Olymp. 
LxII ; that is, full xxx years after. By this 
time Abaris, ' though he came out of Greece 
mith him, moſt needs be very well ſtricken 
in years. much more, if. he came after Py- 
thagoras was ſetled in Italy. But what be- 
comes of Phalaris the mean while > See inmy 
account,5 72: before Chriſt: There it appears, 
the lateſt we can-bring Phalaris to die, is in 
Olſymp. 'LV11, 4. that is xV1 years before 
Jamblichus makes Pythagoras come 7nto Ita« 
ly. After this,Phalaris could #cither _ 
| - 
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be kill d, but in a Romance ; and I take. all 

this Story of Jamblichus to be no other. | 
For the reſt of the 218 Names of Diſc c. 36. p. 
ples in his Catalogue, I can bring none of **"> &*+: 
them within the time of Pythagoras's Lyfe, 

but Milo, and Parmenides, whom 1 ment i» 

on in my account in the years 539, and 504 
before Chriſt. There are ſcarce two mere 

of them that ever ſaw Pythagoras, for ought 

that appears in any good Author : though 

here are the names of ſeveral more that were 
Philoſophers of the Pythagorcan Sed. Tet 

even theſe, together with them before men- 
tion'd, will not make up the odd number of 
eighteen. For the other two hundred, 

take them to be inſignificant Names, inven- 

ted by Jamblichus only out of vain Oſienta= 

ton. Dk | 

To conclude, I do not lay any weizht at 

all upon the Teſtimony of Jambiicihus, nor 
much on that of his Maſter Porphyry , 
where he doth not mention his Author. 

But I quote them ſometimes in the, follows 

ing atcount, as in a Hiſtory of the Britiſh 
Kings 1 would Geofiry of Monmouth. But 

then naming my Author, for want of a bet- 

ter, where I think what he ſays may b# 
trus,. © ſhould leave all 1 ſaid from him to 

the weader, with a perfett indifference whe- 

ther he believ'd him or not.. With the like 
E indife 
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indifference, as to every thing but what I 
have Scripture for, I commit theſe Papers 

” into your h , defiring you to take them | 
only as my Opinion, which is all that you ash i| 


of, 
SIR, 
Your Aﬀectionate Friend, 
Mar. 30. | 
ah 1699, | | 
and Seryant, JK 


W. Gov, and Lich, 
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+. bable that in this Pliny might miſtake 


Who ſays, that in Olymp. xL11, and MU. C, 


Ofthe LIFE of +» .* 


PYTHAGORAS, 


Of other Famous Men his 
Contemporaries, . * 


Chriſt 


by any of the Ancients, that "+ }- 


I know, which can make us 
think he was born before Olymp. xLar, 
ſave only that of Pliz. Nat. Hiſt. . 8. 


142, he firſt found that Yenas was ſome- 
times the Morning Star, and ſometimes 
the Evening Star. Bur it is not impro- 


Pythagoras for his Maſter Thales, of whom 

fee: the year 585 before Chriſt. 

- N. Pyryacoras born this year , if 605. 
he was the ſame" that is here mention*d | 
in the year 588 before Chriſt. This 


F Pythagoras the Sarhian Phi- Years 
[a loſopher there is nothing ſaid Þ<fore | piads. 


- br 

_ a. 28 

Olym- <A 
- * ' : 


TEL 


I 
A 


year alſo ſuits - beſt with Anrihchns's . | 
EA B z AC L 


2 

- Years 

© before | piads. 

: *Chrift. l 

= 604. it 

3 6-0. & 5. 
594) 3 46, 3- 
592. 147: 
$88. 148. 


"mf Chronological Account Te 


Olym- Account, 'which follows in 583 before VP £ 


Chriſt. 

-©. Nabopolaſſer King of Babylon. Next E 
his Son Nabocolaſſar or Nebuchadnezzar, R 
who had reigned about two years with his © Bs 
Father. This year Zan. 21, was his firft oa 
Thoth, according to Prof. Canon. \ 

N. PnrREcyDEs, born this year. Saz- 
das. He was born,in the Ile of Sywsone 
of the Cyclades. 'Strabo x.  Pythagoras was 
at firſt his Diſciple. Giro -Tufc. Qn. 1, 
Diod. Sic. Excerpt. anmany others; 

- SOLON was this year Archon at Athens. 


| Drog.. Laert. from Soficrates. So Euſeb. 


Chronicon in x . MS. Clem. Alexandr. 


$8-4. faith, he was Archon in Olymp. 


KLVT. 

He made his Laws in the rim of Tar- 
quinius Priſcus. A. Gellius xv1i, 21. He 
made them the-year that he was Archon, 


- and that with the help of Eemenipes, 
who came thither from Crete, and ha- 


ving expiated: the City | In Olymp. xLIV, 
2s. Suidas faith, or in Olymp. xLv, as 
Euf, Chron, . Ponraci, or Olymp. XLvI, as 


Laentins, returned home, and died ſoon 


after. D. na: T1o, being ws fe pn 
eard. [1 


 Anaciarss FAIL came to Athens, 


 Eucrates being Archan, D. ._Laert. 7, 


101, 
Pythagaras Samius offer*d himſelfto play 


. at Filticuffs amang the Boys.at the Olym- 
_-pic Games ; but having long Hair, and 


Wear- 


0 Do Ree h RET Fe pH jo Me = 
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of Pychagoras, and others pb 


© wearing Purple, he was rejeted with Re- Years [Olym- 
: by proach, Therefore be went\'from them os | plads.-” 
S among-theMen; and--there offering hjim- "4 - © 
> ſelf at the fame Exerciſe; he was Vitor. | 
2-4 This was our Philoſopher, -according. to _ 
o2- D. Laert. vin, 48. who hath all this from 


Eratofthenes, Favorinus, and Theextetms. *' ; 
Famblichus hath the fame; and many o- - 
thers.'':Eratoſtbenes ſays fatther, that our 
Philofopher was the firſt- that boxed ac- 
} ! cording to Art. Yet D. Laert. cites a 
Poet, that faith this was Pythagoras, Son 
of Crateus. Heſychius faith,” they are mi- 
ſtaken' that-''think it was the  Philoſo- 
pher. ORL | joy vs 
x N. Pyrnacoras, Son of *Mneſarchus, 586, 5.| 
(deſcended: from: Hippaſus, who'was for- 
merly of Phl:us) - by Pythais,- who was de- 
ſcended from-Anczus one of the Planters 
| « of Samos. There moſt Writers ſay he - | _ 
was born :* though Porphyry would have © "3 
him born at Tyre, and Famblicbus at S7- [8 
don, perhaps as being the ancienter City. - 
' It ſeems there were other -Pretenders to 
the honour of being his Countrymen:: for 
'Foſeph. in Ap. 1... ſaith, it is as hard to 
tell his Country as 'Homer's Bat: yet it 
is harder to tel] the'year of his Birth, I 
am doubtfull whether it ought not to be 
' f the year:605 before Chriſt. ' But rather 
place ir here, for Reaſons that will ap- 
pear afterwards in the years 506'and 497 
before» Chrilt. GATED Sri: | 4 
2 ©: PertanDeR dicd go years before gag, [ig , 
Creſus, and: x year before Olymp.” xLix. - : 
3 D. Laert. 1, 95. from Soficrates. | | 
; B 3 -— © — 


43, 3--} 


48, 4. 


: : 50, 3; 


4 52. 


as \Olym- He had reigned at Corinth " > Pmgin —Y 
: = 
Y 
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' Arift. Pol: v, x2. Of the vn Wiſe men 


of Greece, he was the firſt that died. The. 


otter vx were Thales, Solon, Cleobulus,” & 
Chilo, Bias,' and Pittacys, thus reckon'd a 
by Diog. Laert. Eroam. 13s and I. 49, 8 
T, 2. 

Tmares this year foretold an Eclipſe of 2. 
the Sun. He was the firſt. among the 
Greeks that could do this.  Czcgro de Di- 


"UI. I. 


Pythagore oY x, according'to Antilo- 4 


F chus, who in his Hiſtory of Learned Men * 


reckon'd 312 years from hence: to Epicu- 
rus death, which was (270 years before _ 
Chriſt) Olymp. CXxVII, 2; Gamelion 10. 
Cic. de fato, D. Laert. x, ts. and Clem. 
Alex. ce. a. 

' N. ArrsTEAs Proconneſius wasborn this 7 
Olymp. Suidas, © 

It was after Olymp. r. that Pythagoras 
came into'7aly, faith D. Halicarn. lib. 1, 
p: 120.” But H. Valeſius, and Menagius 


thinkthis is a miſtake ofOlymp N. inſtead 


of Olymp. z. 

©. Tarquinius Priſcas died. Next King 9 
Servins Tubing. 'Dion, Hal. 111. 
- © Began) the Tyranny of Pnatarus, accor- Is 
ding to Snidas, and Exſ. Chron./Ponzacz, 
which faith it continued 16' years. ' Euf. 
Chron. in a former acccunt hath his Ty- 
ranny, according to Scaliger's' Edition, be- 
ginning Olymp. xxx:, 2; and'ending O- , 
tymp. xxxv11, 2. © Here alfo according tg 


| Scaliger it ſhould be LIN 4. 


ANA- 
j? -, ' > 


of Pythagoras, and others. 5 © 


15 ANacreoN Tens lived in-this Olymp. a 
It was in Pohcrares's'tmme. Shyidas. 
I5 Fsopthe Favle-maker now flonriſh'd. 52. 


| D. Laert 1, 72. | | 
17 ©. PrtTacus died at Mztylene. D. La- 570. | 52, 5. 
_ ert.1, 79, '/ 
I7 Pythagoras, being 18 years old, went 568, 7.| 53, r. 
to travel as on the account of his Studies. 
Famblichus c. 2. for which, by Thales, he 
was adviſed to go to egypt. 1b. D. La- 
1 ert. vil, 2. faith, he was then a young 
Man, and addifted to Learning. But 
his going for «Agypt, was to avoid the 
growing Tyranny of Poſycrates. | Strabo 
Xiv. and Famblichus c, 2. Yet Polycra- 
tes writ a Letter in his Commendation 
to King Amaſis, -being his Friend and 
ry deſiring him to get him inſtru- 
Qed by the e Egyptian Priefts. D. Laert. 
| and Porph, from Anmipho. Famblichas c.2. 
] t ſaith, he' went firſt to Pherecydes, then to 
 -Angximander, then to Thales. 1d. c. 3. 
then to Sidon,to Byblus,to Tyre, and many 
other Cities of Syria - in all which places 
he was initiared. Thenhe took Ship for 
e£gypt : but by the way he landed, and | 
went up Mount "Carmel. TFamblichas, | 
FS i 
| | He came 'into egypt. Tſocr. de laud. 
} 'e Bufiidis. Cic. de finibus v. Strab, xav. 
Plin. xXv, 2. Lucian, Tatian, Clem. A- 
lex. He gave Polycrates's Letter to Ama- | 
fs, and obtained Ameſis's Letter to the | 
e£gyptian Prieſts, D. Laert. and Porph, < 
from Antipho, With this Letter be came. 
firſt to them of Zeliopolis : they ſent him | 
B 4 ro 


- Years 


+ before 


Chriſt. 


A Cbrongalogieal Account *. 
Olym- to them of Memphis, their Seniors :. they 
piads. tg the Dioſpolites ; who at firſt.were very 8 
| ſhy.;z bur, fearing to.. diſpleaſe  Amaſss, I 
they undertook him, thinking at firſt! to $ 
balk him with their Aufterities. , But be © 


underwent all, faith. Porphyry from dn 65 


tipbo. He was cirepmciſed, and: initia- * 
ted in their Sacred Rites. Clement, Alex. 
Se. «, He learnt the egyptian Language, 
he learnt their three ſorts of Letters. They 
admitted. him to their: Sacrifices, and Ex- 
 erciſes of .Learning ;, which none ever ob- 
tain'd before. D. Laert. from Antipbo. He 
learat of their. Prieſts the mannep of their | 
Sacrifices, and their religious Rites. - 1ſocx. - 
' Ae: Bufir. He read the Books, of their 
] ancient Prieſts, ; Clem. Alex. He learnt : 
' their Geometry, and Aſtronomy. amb. 


+ Cc. 4. He. got the Obſervations of infi- 


 _ nite Ages. Yaler. Maximw, viy, 7. He 
[ was in e-£gyps along time, as all confels. 
Plyr..2. Sympoſtae. VIL,, 8. 2.2 years faith 
Fambl. c. 4. This I believe was all the: 
time of his, Eaſtern Travels. . - He -alfo 
went to the King of Arabia, and.learntall. 
he could there, , Porph. WE 
Straboxiv. p. 439, 18, & c. faith, from 
eAgypt he went to Bobylon, There he. 
wes with the Chalgees:and Magi..D. Laert. - 
There at Babylon he learnt of ſeyeral of 
the Chaldees.; particularly of Zabratas, 
by whom he was purged fromall the De- 
filements of his former. Life, Porph. He 
was Diſciple .of Nazaratus the. Aſſyrian. 
Clem. Alex. 5e a. He went to.the Perfi- 
an Mogi, Cic. de finibus v. Plin. Xxv, B; 


o 


of Pyrhagoras,\.ad' others, * 

I -Of them he leafnt matters of their Reli- Years . 4Olym, 
> gion;. and way of Living, D. Lure, from before plads. 

Lycus, There he came'to. learn-and un | 

_ derſtand. the Fewifb — partjeu= | 

= larly their Oniromancy.... Porphyry from» 

Dzogen. 

In his return. from Behr he came to: 
Crete to get Minos's Laws. Fuſtin, v;4 
| After/his being withtheGbe/Jeerand Io- | 
| gi; he was therein Crere with Epigenis. 0@ | 
fy des. D.. Laert, in; 3;:::He: was purged | 
| by the Prieſts of prong one of the: idics 

| eu Datyli. Porgh; He wetit -into the. /- 
dean Care. 1b, The: Prieſts: there .lave 
the Verſes that he made-on the-Spuichr 
of Fupiter.” 1, -.. : 

After his return from; - Bobylon,, he came 
honie to Somos, Strabo xy, So:D. Lars; 
and Porph.” from - Antiphe. - There heeo- 
perrd a School in aplace call'd i in 4nti- 


we. $994030 ql, 


11% pby's time, Pyrbogor Hemiczolne.” D;La+ 
err, and Perph. frotq Antapho..” Therehe 
alſo had a Cave without e. Town, to --.* | +12 
which he retic'd:for his-Studics. 1d and | 
14. - This is- the ſim of-what 'we-zead 
of the Life-of Pytbagoras for the ſpace-of 
22 years, that is, as: account it, from | , 
the year before Chriſt 568, till-the year. | 2 
546 before Chrift. 7 | 
) 4 24 ABakrzis Prieſt: of: Apollo Hyperborewa, $63, 2:] 54,.2- 
catne-into Greece: Zuſ. Chron. Scaligeri, | i 
and two. MSS..:; Other MSS. bring him 
19 yeats' ſootier, - Harpvcration from Piy- | 
dar faith, he came in tlie time of Cre» 


jth 


x 
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_ 4 Chronological Agcount 


$44 243" | The firſt Comer at 'Mthens was made 24 


by Siſarion, and afted' upcn a movable 
Scaffold.-Chron. Marmor. 


” 34+ ©.” Nabocolaſſar or Nebucadnez.z.ar Kin g 


of Babylon. Next his'Son [narodam or 

Evil Merodach. This year Fan. 1r. was 

bis firſt Thoth according to Ptolemee's Ca- 
non.: 


. | 54, 3-4+ Por -his Rei of 1 years. 25 
| DONE gu of 14 


Panprarociren now's Tyrantat Athens. 
Chron. Marm.- 


'F \ ©. Kisop died; Euſ. Chron. 


| Creonutus was yet living at Lindus, if 
his" Epiſtle” to Solon be* true, which' we 
have in D. Laert. 1.93. ' 

55. ©. Aftyages King © Media. Next his 2 6 

; Son*Cyaxares. Xen.'x," Scripture calls him 
Darius the Mede.* Africanus faith all agree 
that Cys Son of *Cambyſes, by Mandan, 

| Daughter of 'Ffyages; began his Reign 

over the Perfiayz'in Olymp: Lv. - 

55,1,2. 0:'©,  "Tarodemkilld' by his Siſter's Huſ: 

band Nerigliſſoroor. 'Beroſ,. Next King 

of Babylon; this Nerigliſſoroor or Nergal- 

ſharezer. His firſt” Thoth was Far. 10. 

this year. in Prol; Ganon, 

55,1,2. ©. SoLow died in Cyprus this Spring. 27 


\. *_, See It proved in VSS. Annals, He died 


2 EI Plar."in Solon. 


[55,4 --+N. Swmonmes born this year; for he 30 


was 8o years old in Olymp. Lxxvi, when 
Adimantus was' Archon, as himſelf faith « 
and ſo Chron: Marm. '' 
56. ©, PrALaris Gied this year, if he be+ 31 
8a, as15 above-ſaid, jn Olymp. LI ; - 


n—nmnnrrrmmmomrnm 


[4 


ﬀ 


of Pythagoras, and others. 


S- year later. The people of. Agrigentum 
© roſe againft him, and killd bim; Ge: Of- Chriſt.) 


® fe. 11. 


"31 ©. STzacuenns died this year, 06- 556. I . 


" das. The loweſt account of his-death in 
. Enſ. Chron. is Olymp. uv1, 2; [the high- _ 
eſt is Olymp. Liv, 4. + J 
\ +» This year \ Enthydemus was Archon at 556. 156. 
dthuns, Chron, Martn. ' And- the year 4 
that be was Archon, Cairo was :Ephorus | 

at Laced zrnqn, D. Leerk. T. 6K from Sofi- | 
crates. : 
©. Laboroſoarchod Son 0  Neriglifarw F$S- | 


having regned:9 Months \Father. 
Next King, of Babylan:, adius;'or 
' Lahynitus, called Belſhazzar in; Scripture. 


His firſt Thoth was Jas. 9. according to 
Ptol. Canon.;: : TE 

36 N. Conrurms: born this year, the 557. k 
great Philoſopher of the Chineſes. Mgr- 
ti, Hiſt. Sin. 


39 ' Creſus paſt over the River Halys on a, 7 


Bridge built by the art of 7hales, Herod. 
1. 75. and-fo loſt himſelf and+.his:Kjog- 
_ dom, after. 14:years Reign. Herod, 1,86. 
that was this year according to my account 
from Herodotus. | 

39 ©, TnaLes died this year, faith D.'La- 
ert- 1. 38..and Exſ. Chron. Scal. & Pont. 

from 4 MSS. + He was born: in. Olymp. 
XXxv, and-died 90- years old..D, Zaerr. 
T, 38. 91 years old, faith Chron, Paſ- 

.. . chale... 

39- ANAXIMANDER ſucceeded him in the 1- 
ozic Schogl. D. Zaert. Procem., - - Now 


' Jif in Olymp. unx, 4,'then he:died: Cen ns [ok 


{| $8, 3." 


{0 Chronalighat: ha 3 


ary” ; Now fleurifitd Laaus of "Hermione, | 
> wy lar nt wrote of dui. Schol. Arif. | 
| a, 2. . \ Now ANAXIMANDER Was famous, ws 
14 Was eek a little af» #9 
ith'Diog. Lars. 11; 2 from Apolic- 
doras,''He flourifh'd :chiefly under Poly. 
crates Tyrant of Samos; Ib.  Xenopranes 
lived-in his'time."D."Laert.21x; 18. But 
his Succeſſor i in- the” Schoot- Was Avaxt- 
"MENES," 7! } | 
w* Xonraus the Lidiew. Hiſtorian liv'd 41. 
rag time when Core was taken. ' $#;- - 
was, being" 4 $0” y@5 old, and 
Tag as not'for- Seca to live in 
| ry under the Tyranny of Pohy- 
'c#gte3; which: was now/firiter than for- 
merly ; thereupon thought.of 'going'into 
Tal; D. Laert. and Porph. from Ariſtos ; 
' '#enus; \and Strabo rv; without the year. i 
In bis way | thither he ,went to Delos, 
where he "writ _ "Vers on” Apolle's 
- Sepulchre.” Porph from Dig. He went 
"to ns pep ak the Laws'of: LyCurgus. 
Fuſti%, 4. - Heeattio to Phlins "the anci- 
? ent'Countiy- of his Family, There 'be- 
ing asked by Leo ; rea. 'of that City, 
| in fagi2Þ} rofelſion/ lis was of, * the ſaid, of | 
ors; \but rhatihe was #Philoſopher. 'See \ 
the teſt if Cir. Fiſc,:$u, 4.07 in' D.' La- 
e&r?. Proem, 22. who faith this was at 
Sicyo/and'whe makes Zou Tyrant of Sicy- 
"and Phlius, Both Cic. and D.Laers. Pro- 
"im. have it from' Herodlides. But D. 
Laert. vit;” 8. hath-mnu6h- the ſame oa 
om 


*;, her Ariſtocleg. ;71) 


he Prieſt- 
ert., VUL 


A - [l - 
_ . 


* 


| ! abo X1v-, He 

taught there 46, years wanting one, faith 

' Famb, c. 36, who makes his whole Life 
very near 100: years. 1b, He ſtay'd 20 


years at Croton, then went to Metapontum, 


where he died; Tuſtin, xx, 5. At Gro- 
ton he began the Ttalic School, which 


ew old at. Metapontum, faith Clem. A- | 


ex. 9. a. Crotan was then in great Glo- 

ry for having ſomany of Pythagoras's$cho- 
"Jars in it, among whom was Mzlo themoſt 

famous Atbleta: Strabo 1. : 


kons from the beginning of .his Reign, 
which was in va a Xv1, 3. Or Re 
ict 


ie end, which wasOlymp. xxv1,r. 
Plut. in the Life of Numa faith, Pythago- 


ras came into. Italy almoſt five Ages after 


Numa. Livy..1.18. faith, he came into {- . 


taly above 100 years after Nama ;. aC- 

counting no doubt from his death. in-672 
before Chriſt, _ Zivy faith farther, it is 

certain, that in the-time of Servins Tul- 

Jins, Pythagoras. had his Colleges: of Diſ- 
 ciplesat Merapontum," Heraclea, and, 'Cro- 
ton, as above-mention'd.' "I Y 

- 9 Now 


Olym:. 
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$41. 59» 4: 
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| 


=2 Chrofiologicul Account | 


| Now the Meder were, coming up a- 47 
gain(t- the ©Jonians, 'of 'which' Anazimenes 


writes” to 'Pyrbagoras, who was then at 
Croton, and had hi 

out of 13a and' Sir 

genuifie. D. Loer?. 1, $. 


PrEREcyDES was yet living. 'D. Laers. 43 
. 1, 121. | Now he flouriſt'd' according to 
; Euſ, Chron. He lived: in 'the time of 
' my GentiJs, (that is,” of Servins Tullins,) 


ſaith Cicero, Taſc. 2#.1. | 
Tazocnis the Poet of Megara flouriſti'd: 


now. Exſ. Chron. Pontacs. © 2A 
Bias was yet living, if that be true 46" 


which is faid of him in Herod. 1. that he 
adyiſed the Jones to leave their Country 
to the Medes, and po all to Sardints. 


Pythagoras now flouriſh*d. D, LZaert. 


VIE 45. 

Now alſo XeNopnANEs Colophontas 
flouriſh'd D. Laert. 1x. 20. of whom ſee 
before in 5475, before Chriſt, He was 
now at leaſt 8o years old, according to 
Sextus Empiricus, and Clem. Alex. from 
Apollodor. that place him in Olymp. xr 
But he wasa W! 
years old. D. Laert. 1x. 19. 8 

Now IBrcus, the Poet of Rheginn, 
came to Samos, Enſ. Chron. Scalig. & 
Ponrac. . | 

After Belſhazzar's being ſlain in the 
taking of Babylon by the Armies of Da- 
rints and Cyrus, the next King of Babylon 
was Darius or Cyaxares according- to Xe- 
nopgbon. His Reign being ſhore, he is 0- 
mitted in the Canon, and there the 


next 


is houſe full of Scholars -.. 
Sicily, if the Epiſtle be 


riter till after” he was 98 


[ 


of Pythagoras, and others. 


next is Cyrus, whoſe Thoth was Fan. 5. 


7 
S 
& 
> 


-* and © Cyaxares in Media. Xenophon, v111. 
oa according to whom this is the firſt of the 
* ſeven years reign of Cyr at Babylon. 


Fi Pythagoras was now famous: in Italy, 56. 


Thericles being Archon- at Athens. Diod. 
Sic, Excerpta. p. 241. 

The ' firſt "Txacepy at Athens, was - 
made by Theſps, and afted on a Wagon, 
in Olymp. Lx1i.. Suid. See-Chron. Marm. 

$3 . ©, Servins Tullivs died this year. Liv. 534. 
.1. 48. After whom the next Roman King 
was Targquinius Superbus.. In this Tar- 
guir's time Pythagoras came into Italy ac- 
. cording to. Cic. Taſc.. 2#. 1. and A. Gel- 
lizs, xvii, 21. , 

$5 Eu. Chron. hath this year ' Pohcrates, 532. 
and his two Brothers Syloſon and ' Panta- 
gnotus Tyrants together at Samos. But 
Polycrates drove out his two Brothers ſoon 
after. Now in Polycrates's time Pythago- 
ras flouriſh'd. Tatian: p. 174. B. Clem. A- 
lex. 59.4. Cyril. contra Fulian. 11. In this 
Olympiad, in which Eryx:as was Victor; 
Pythagoras came into Italy, ſaith Fambl. c. 

7. He was now famous, faith Zuſ. Chron, . 
58 Cyr being now dead, hisSon Camby- 529. 
ſes is King of Perſia. His firſt Thoth was 

Fan. 3. according to- Ptol..Canon. 

49 ©. PizsTRaTus Tyrant of Athens died 528. 
after a Reign of 33 years, tho? twice in- 
terrupted in that time. .4r:ft. Polit. v. 12. 
Next was his. Son Hreeakcans, a great 
lover of Learning. - He firſt brought #o- 
meP's Poems to Athens.Plato in a" 

, AG>- 


( 


©. Cambyſes Father of Cyrus: in Per/ia, 536. 


13. 


6r. 


6, 


62. 


61,3. © 'S 


Py E. } Cdohoigice cciions 
| $27. 63,1,2. According to Juſtiw, x9, $. hy tg agor os 60. 


after he had been 2e years in Itahy, = 
moved from Crotak to Mevapontum, and 
died there. : It was. at Ade an, that . 
| ; as the Fabless fay, -having is DiC 
| cipte Abars's Arrow, heryode. upon: it in 
the _ R_ m_ _ 7aronitun in 
one day, though- ſoma days 
| from one another. Payph. ind Fomb!. 
| They well us, that there at Aft: aporntum, 
| he had a nobk- houſe, which was after- 
] wards the Tempte of Cares, ancha-$cbool, 
A |, which was caWdthe Mounr. Fam! 94. 
3 $25. 63434. ©. Amaſes King of 1 | He died 62 
 *- |. _ Olymp, xm, 2. £was com . / 
ing againlt.Egype. Dink Sie. I./The'nevt 
| King Pſammenits after 6: Months was 
| kid, wo egypt conquet'd by Cambyſes. 


E525. 63:4 _ ey Focr Aeayus was harn; Chr: 62 
E | mm | 
E 523. [64, = 2 ©. PoryckaTtss Tyent:of Suinos dierk 64 
3 - a few daysbefore Cantyſts Ting of Per- 
3 | fra. Kerod; Wi. 120. about. U. C. 23S. 
E | Pim. hn wy 
C F22. | 64323: ©, Ca s King Parſia Naw 
| . King Smerds Magus was killd: aftor ſe- 
2,5] .c-2 ven Months./ Next was: Doris Ser of 
Hyſt aſpesr.. "His: firſt Thorh-was $21. Flac. 
I. accordi Pralomeysi Canon. - 
«>| 65... N. Ehe Ther ProvDaa was been: Suidas, 67 
66, 2. | '©, Pmiartcypes died now; fort he was 72 
bore: Olyinp,. xLv. Suid: and;i lived 55 
of years. {.uczawin! Macroli,. Iii wagceat up 
: SE | with Lies: Arif Hiſt. Animak-w qorand 


that for his AS <SRCOT 
er- 


que 


$2.40J0 


'23Y $ 


(3 


ſence on-this occaſion at | Delos, 


of Pythagoras, and athers. 

Serpents came out of his Body. Plin.vn, 5. Years 

 Pythagoras, whohad been his Diſciple, before 
now hearing that he was dying in Delos, © raſh 
went out of 1caly_ thathe 3 at did all he 


could tor him3-and when he was 
dead, -him-ashis Father, and then 
return'd <FKaly. Diod. Sic. Excerpt. 


1.Deles, ſee Apul. Florid: 11. 

. 28. Porph. and Fambl. 
Durs Samius ſaith he died -iri Samos, fol- 
low'd by D. Leert. 1, 119. where alfo he 
quotes Heraclides for it. Porphyry ſaith, 
that Pythagoras went to Delos from Samos, 
and return'd to Samos. -But he faith af- 
terwards, that it was in, Pythagorass Ab- 
1-this occafio that Cy- 
lon rais'd\ the Mob, v. infra 497; 6. be- 
fore Chriſt. (Theſethings do not agree.) 


©. Hieparcaus kil'd by Harmodixs 513. 


"_ and Ariſftogiton. Thucyd. 1, and vi. Then 


was Pythagoras in Italy.” A. Gell. xvn,21. 


48 By Pytbagoras's: advice the people of 50g. 


Croton would not*deliver up: ſome of Sy- 
barts that had fled to their Altars for Pro- 
tettion' againſt their own people. Where- 
upon a War follow, -in*which 300000 
of the Sybarites were overcome by Milo 
with ro0000 of Croton, who after this 
Vittory deftroy'd the City of Sybars. Di- 
od. Sic. Olymp. Lxxxiit, 3. where he 
faith, this happen'd 58 years before, and 
5 years, that is in-all 63 years - before, 


| Therefore I place it in Olymp. Lxvr, 4. 


This Mils was Diſciple of Pythagoray, 
and had been 6 times Victor in thi . — 
lympic Games. 1b. and often at the other 
publick Games, C When 
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. 68, 4. 


69. 


| 69, 2. 


Ct : wad Noth: Pythago- v9 
ras 1 4 2 4 1 Cit. Tuſe. 24. 
Iv. . 16: =o faith, then 
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"500g of Perſia. Herodot. v. 36. 
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Chron. ing, 


2 MSS. havin River rs, according 
to his own acco ig Rea edn of | 
mans life, confi Loy years: D. . 
Laert. 1, oo "from gi * This ac- 
count of 'A | "Menage 1 takes to be the 


moſt likely,b&eauſe Lician doth not rec- 
kon Pythagor a among the long-liv'd men ; 
s probably he would. if Pythagoras had 
hved 99 year 1s not thy, according to 
'D. Laerr: 18: mich;apore, if he had li-- 
ved, as Gamblchus faith, ery o 
'or as Tzetzes fays, perhaps from Fombli- 
thus, 100 wan 'one; or according to. 
the nameleſs iter in Phorii Bibhoth. 
'CCXLIX. 1 ©, years ;© -nocording to a name- 
1c Writer in GaJew's Works i it7 years. 
But if the: Reai r is not yet tir'd, I 
wills 0 ON with him to the end of the 90 


Here the:E WH - nth f Pytbagor gs \ is plac'd 
in one MS &f - i Chron. 
cur fas now flouriſh'd. D. Laert. T 


IX. beginning. 
ParMENIDES now flouriſh'a, D. Laert. 

$ - 

Now Cynethus Chins firſt rhapſodied 

Homer's Verſes, Schol. in Pindar; Nem. B, 

 HecarTaus the Hiſtorian flouriſh'd ; $8; 

for now he endeavour'd to diſſwade Ari- 

Bagoras from taking Arms a ainſt Darin . 


-N. ANAK- 


46 
D : Laert. 


n Olymp. 


Qhron. ple- 498, 7. 
is year. 
"Ct omrnp 497, 6. 


t ſay He 


of the Fire ire, | and was kill'd in purſuit. O- 
thers, that that he fled to Caulonja, thence to 
' thenoe "10 Zarentam; "bur being 
aLlaſt he' went to. Me- 
-there Pot into the A4duſes 
eng kept from Vidtyals 
ys, he was £ od. vippus,whom 
bus elech the moſt eminent Writer 


TO, 3- 


6.47% 4 


of yebag] Life, hath « moſt ynlikey ory it 


/ 


[i lie 


wy T'F 


' ſans, 


_ 


was 
run ovei TL 

by. the Mil en 

gram on his D dy "4 -J 
- ry,, which thi vffltct 


Re. ; 


_ Poet than : ary: l ito tian, bo 5 
After | ear] , thok of hboDicgts 
rgig ere. ſaid-:to. have been 

the, eighbour. 


TIN revived'o 


4 s 


D .of bis | is 


vis: BR, RMIT. 4 

y. vil «ker ofifh ts Fe. Or LVNT, r:1x0. p, 4 
3.41: for's-2. 1. 52. me 1-4 would be itv{h ate FN 
+ L1ch, 22. r, pai, 4 


N: is here put for the Birth, Fg 
©. . for the oath of any Perſon.” 
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